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RECTOR’S NOTES 
 
 
SERVICES IN OCTOBER 
 
Sunday 5th October is the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity.  There 
will be a choral celebration of the Eucharist at 10.30am. 
 
Sunday 12th October is our Harvest Thanksgiving.  Our Family 
Service will be in the morning at 10.30am, and there will be 
Choral Evensong at 3.30pm.  We would appreciate donations of 
fruit, vegetables, and flowers to decorate the church on the 
morning of Saturday 11th October.  Please bring whatever you 
can to St Peter’s between 10am and 11.30am that day, thank you. 
 
Sunday 19th October is the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
There will be a choral celebration of the Eucharist at 10.30am. 
 
Sunday 26th October is Bible Sunday.  There will be a Service of 
the Word at 10.30am.  Our guest preacher will be the Rev’d Dr 
Alan McCormack.  Alan was once a chorister in St Peter’s, and is 
currently the Dean of Goodenough College in London. 
 
Throughout the month, there will be celebrations of Holy 
Communion at 10.30am every Wednesday.  We will be 
continuing our exploration of the Books of the Bible: 
Deuteronomy (1st October), Joshua (8th October), Judges (15th 
October), and Ruth (22nd October).  Note that on the last 
Wednesday of each month, we use the old-language version of 
Holy Communion, during which there is no sermon. 
 



 BIBLE STUDY 
 
We have two Bible Study groups in St Peter’s.  One meets 
fortnightly on Thursday evenings, and the other meets monthly 
on a Wednesday morning.  Both groups are open to anyone who 
is interested.  No preparation is necessary; you do not need to 
bring anything with you, and there’s no homework! 
 
Bible Fellowship is the fancy name we use for the Thursday 
evening group.  We meet in the Minor Hall on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month, which will be the 9th and 23rd 
October, from 7.30pm until 9pm.  We are currently reading 
through the Book of Exodus. 
 
Our monthly group meets after the mid-week celebration of Holy 
Communion on the last Wednesday morning of each month, 
although you are not obliged to join us for communion 
beforehand.  We meet from 11.30am until 12.30pm in the Minor 
Hall. 
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP 
 
Our Discipleship Group meets once a month to discuss and learn 
about aspects of theology, ecclesiology, evangelism, or Christian 
living.  In September, we thought about “Who is Jesus?” and 
examined the historical person, the theological mystery, and the 
living presence.  This month, on Thursday 2nd October, we will be 
exploring the history, content, and meaning of Holy Communion 
within an Anglican context.  If that is something you might be 
interested in learning about, then please do come along.  We meet 
from 7.30pm until 9pm in the Minor Hall. 
 



 VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
May I appeal, please, for adult volunteers to help with our Sunday 
School on a rota basis.  There are two ways to help: either by 
leading (using printed material produced weekly by a Christian 
organisation called ROOTS), or by simply being present in the halls 
to help supervise the children in accordance with our 
safeguarding policies.  Please speak to me about helping in either 
way. 
 
 

125TH ANNIVERSARY MEMORABILIA 
 
As a keepsake of this year’s milestone anniversary in the life of 
St Peter’s, there are a few souvenirs which you can purchase at 
the back of the church.  These are sold at cost price, and are not 
intended to raise funds.  A pen is £2.50, a cup is £5, and a canvas 
print is £20.  Please make your payment to the Churchwardens. 
 
 

TEA/COFFEE ROTA 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been preparing our Sunday 
morning refreshments.  This is a very important ministry as it 
gives us an opportunity to chat together after each service.  I am 
grateful to Sandra Hutchman for coordinating the rota, and I am 
certain that she would appreciate more volunteers.  We only need 
one or two people each Sunday.  All you need to do is bring a 2 
litre bottle of milk and perhaps some biscuits (although we often 
already have plenty in the kitchen!).  Everything else you need is 
provided, and there are always people on hand to assist or advise.  
The rota is on the noticeboard beside the south porch door.  
Please sign up for any free Sunday that suits you. 
 



 

BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
 
Our new monthly Bereavement Group met at midday on 
Wednesday 10th September.  I have entrusted this ministry to 
Dora Hanna (see front cover), whose quiet, caring, and calming 
presence lends itself to this compassionate service.  During the 
forty-five minutes, we prayed using a special liturgy for those 
who are bereaved, and then everyone lit a candle in memory of 
our loved ones.  We finished with a short, informal discussion 
about grief and how it affects us. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th October at midday 
in St Peter’s.  Whether you have been bereaved for a few weeks 
or many years, you will be very welcome to join us.  May I make 
a special appeal for those whose grief is still raw to come along.  
This group is very much intended to help you, and there will be 
no judgement over tears shed. 
 
 

PRAYER GROUP 
 
Our Prayer Group met for about half an hour on Wednesday 
17th September.  We began by offering our thanks to God, and 
then brought before him our needs and the needs of the world.  
Our next meeting will be at midday on Wednesday 15th October 
in St Peter’s. 
 
I am acutely aware that even the most articulate, intelligent 
people sometimes feel overwhelmed when asked to pray aloud 
with others.  If that resonates with you, I don’t want you to avoid 
the Prayer Group for fear of needing to say something.  I will, as 
gently as possible, find ways of encouraging everyone to be 
involved, but it is absolutely fine if you wish to pray silently. 
 



 

GUEST PREACHERS 
 
We had two guest preachers during 
September.  On Sunday 7th September, the 
Rev’d Adrian Dorrian made the journey 
from County Donegal with his wife, Anne.  
As many of you will remember, Adrian was 
the sixth rector of St Peter’s (and second 
rector of St Peter & St James combined), 
serving for two and a half years from 2009 
until 2012.  He subsequently served for a 
short time as rector of St Mark’s, Dundela, before becoming 
Team Vicar of the Lecale group of parishes.  Earlier this year he 
was instituted as Rector of Conwal and Gartan. 
 
On Sunday 21st September, we were joined by 
the Rev’d Nathan Ervine.  In 2017, Nathan 
was our Children’s and Families’ Worker in 
St Peter’s, before heading to the Church of 
Ireland Theological Institute.  Following his 
ordination in 2020, he served as Curate 
Assistant in St Nicholas’, Carrickfergus, and is 
now the Minister of the joint Church of 
Ireland and Methodist congregation of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Monkstown. 
 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
 
The Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal brings warmth, joy, and 
practical support to those in need across Eastern Europe.  Last 
year, over 85,000 shoeboxes were sent to Albania, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia, and Ukraine, and 
since1993, the Appeal has delivered more than 2.8 million boxes, 
each one filled with love and care.  Packed with items such as 
toiletries, stationery, and clothing, these gifts have reached 



 

schools, hospitals, orphanages, care homes, and families living in 
hardship—including many affected by the war in Ukraine.  This 
year, our parish is once again taking part—and volunteers are 
needed.  You will find instructions elsewhere in these Parish Notes. 
 

The Welcome Organisation provides vital support to people 
experiencing homelessness in Belfast.  Their work depends on the 
generosity of the public—donating food, clothing, toiletries, and 
other essentials to help those in crisis.  Items currently needed 
include: coffee, sugar, spaghetti hoops, baked beans, pot noodles, 
instant noodles, cuppa soups, cereal, crackers, biscuits, canned 
potatoes, tinned vegetables, spam, corned beef, pasta sauces, tuna, 
tinned fruit, ravioli, hot dogs (tinned or jar), butter (small/large), 
jam, peanut butter, chocolate spread, custard portions, bottled 
water, gravy mix.  They are also appealing for deodorants, 
shampoo, conditioner, razors, shaving foam, shower gel, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, sleeping bags, bath towels, disposable 
cups, mugs.  Please note that they are not currently accepting duvets, blankets, 
tents, furniture, or clothing in large sizes. 
 

The North Belfast Foodbank provides emergency food to 
individuals and families in crisis.  Through donations from schools, 
churches, businesses, and the wider community, non-perishable 
food is gathered, sorted by volunteers, and distributed across two 
local centres in north Belfast.  Referrals come via trusted agencies 
such as Surestarts, Wellbeing Centres, Citizen’s Advice, and health 
professionals, and clients then redeem foodbank vouchers for three 
days’ worth of supplies.  Each food parcel contains breakfast 
cereals, soup, pasta, rice, pasta sauce, tinned beans, tinned meat, 
tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, tea or coffee, biscuits, and snacks.  
At the moment, they particularly need long life orange juice, UHT 
milk (1 litre), rice pudding and custard, tinned fish, dried 'smash' 
potatoes, and snacks. 
 

Thank you for your generosity—and for helping us bring hope to 
others.  Your donations can be left at the back of the church.  
Please ask a Churchwarden if you need help. 



Pause for Thought and Prayer 
by Rosemary Johnston 

 

Protest 
 

 People have always protested, possibly since Adam and Eve were 
told not to eat of the tree of Good and Evil.  Well, we know how that all 
went.  Thrown out of the Garden of Eden, where we could have been so 
happy, we are reaping what we sowed and have complained and 
protested ever since.  In the 19th century we had the Peterloo massacres 
in Manchester where 60,000 protested about industrialisation, which was 
leading to job losses, and also the right to vote—only wealthy 
landowners could vote at that time.  Then we had the Suffragettes 
wanting rights for women.  They were the militant arm of the Women’s 
Social and Political Union (WSPU) and were led by Emmiline 
Pankhurst.  They used aggressive tactics and caused damage to property.  
Women did get the vote in 1918 but are still fighting for equal rights.  
Others protest about young people unable to buy or rent property in their 
own area because of second homeowners.  Now we have people 
protesting about the awful happenings in Gaza.  Some protest peacefully 
with no other agenda than to get their views known without causing 
trouble.  Others are more militant and are prepared to take violent action, 
including damage to property or blocking roads causing great disruption.  
There are those (apparently peace-loving, non-violent people) who 
support them and end up being arrested.  The attention during these more 
militant protests has been on the actions of the perpetrators instead of on 
the suffering Palestinians in Gaza, and I often wonder if those carrying 
out the protests consider that.  How much will their actions help, or 
possibly hinder, the ongoing work to resolve the never ending war in that 
beleaguered country—or will it make any difference? 
 We are so fortunate to live in a society where peaceful protest is 
allowed.  Think of the many countries around the world—eg Iran, some 
South American countries, Russia etc—where people are attacked by the 
security forces, imprisoned in harsh conditions, ‘disappeared’, or meet a 
suspicious death, such as falling out of a window.  The following quote 
is from a recent article on protests in the Belfast Telegraph written by 
Malachi O’Doherty: ‘It brings out the best in some and the worst in 
others.  “Bliss was in that dawn to be alive,” said Wordsworth of the 
French Revolution, not knowing at the time how it would end. 
 ‘If you are going to risk tearing a country apart, it would be as well 
to have the right cause and a vision of how things might be better 
afterwards.’ 

cont’d/... 



Heavenly Father, when we exercise our right to protest, help us to 
think carefully about the possible consequences of our actions.  May 
we never take our precious freedom to protest peacefully for granted, 
and may we never abuse that freedom by the use of extreme violence 
which can focus on the violence rather than on the problem.  Amen. 

 

Service Schedule for October 
 

 

SERVICE 
 

 

OFFICIANT 
 

 

LECTOR 
 

 

PREACHER 
 

 

INTERCESSOR 
 

 

Wednesday 1st October (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector 
Margaret McK 

Black 
Rector 

Rosemary 
Johnston 

 

Sunday 5th October—The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Choral Eucharist 

 

Rector Nigel Macauley Rector David Cromie 

 

Wednesday 8th October (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector Jim Wilson Rector Jill Bradley 

 

Sunday 12th October—Harvest Thanksgiving (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Family Matins 

 

Rector - Rector Ashlee McCune 

 

3.30pm 
Choral Evensong 

 

David 
Cromie 

Nigel Macauley - David Cromie* 

 

Wednesday 15th October (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector Rosemary Johnston Rector 
Daphne 

McClements 
 

Sunday 19th October—The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Choral Eucharist 

 

Rector Dora Hanna Rector Robert Long 

 

Wednesday 22nd October (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector Rosemary Patterson Rector Quintin Mulligan 

 

Sunday 26th October—Bible Sunday (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Service of the Word 

 

Rector Lucas Todd 
Rev’d Dr Alan 
McCormack 

Lucas Todd 

 

Wednesday 29th October (Green) 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

(1662) 
 

Rector Dora Hanna - Robert Long* 



 

Altar Guild Rota for October 
 

Date Time Set-up 
Wine 
Cruet 

Wine 
Chalice 

Colour Location 

Wednesday 
1st 

10.30am 
Jill 

Bradley 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Robert 
Long 

Green Resurrection 

Sunday 
5th 

10.30am 
David 

Cromie 
Dora 

Hanna 
David 

Cromie 
Green Chancel 

Wednesday 
8th 

10.30am 
Dora 

Hanna 
Rosemary 
Johnston 

Robert 
Long 

Green Resurrection 

Wednesday 
15th 

10.30am 
Kathryn 

Hennessy 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Robert 
Long 

Green Resurrection 

Sunday 
19th 

10.30am 
Robert 
Long 

Robert 
Long 

David 
Cromie 

Green Chancel 

Wednesday 
22nd 

10.30am 
Rosemary 
Johnston 

Dora 
Hanna 

Robert 
Long 

Green Resurrection 

Wednesday 
29th 

10.30am 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Robert 
Long 

Green St James 

PARISH REGISTER 

Christian Burial 
“At rest in the Lord.” 

Vivien Hooton Clarke 

Burial at Ballyclare Cemetery 

on 4th September 2025 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
Please note these dates for the following meetings in October: 

Senior Officers 
Friday 10th at 11.30am in St James’. 

Select Vestry 
Monday 20th at 7.30pm in the Minor Hall. 



Shoebox 
Appeal 

Please read the enclosed leaflet and take part in this very 
worthwhile project.  Boxes may be left at the back of the 
church or at the parish office or you can have your shoebox 
collected at a mutually convenient time by ringing David 
Cromie, tel 9077 5669 or mob 07547 510698.  Shoeboxes need 
to be with us by Sunday 9th November, please. 



Bring warmth, joy and hope this Christmas 



 

Bric-a-Brac Sale 
at St Peter’s 

with a cake stall and refreshments! 
 

Saturday 1st November 
10am to 12noon 
in the church halls. 

Proceeds in aid of church funds and choir funds. 
 

Do you feel like decluttering 
and having a clear out before Christmas? 

We would love to receive your pre-loved donations of: 
Ornaments, tea sets, purses, wallets, costume jewellery, 

Christmas decorations, kitchen utensils, crockery 
including plates, bowls, cutlery etc.  No clothes please! 

 

We would also love to receive: 
Home-baked goods: cakes, biscuits, traybakes, 

bread, jam, chutney. 
 

The halls will be open from 7-8pm 
on Friday 31st October to receive donations 

and there is also a box in the south porch of the church 
ready to receive donations any time from now! 

 

Do please come along. 
If you would like to help at a stall please get in touch with 

Clodagh Webb or Sheila White as soon as you can. 
 

 
Clodagh 

tel 07565 501702 



Please join us for Choral Evensong 

Sunday, 12th October, at 3.30pm 

followed by refreshments 



CAVE HILL CONSERVATION CAMPAIGN 
Join us for a free, expert-guided walk 

to learn about the archaeology of Cave Hill 
on Saturday 18th October, 10am-1pm. 

Meet at the entrance to the Park 
at the top of the Upper Hightown Road 

wearing suitable clothing and shoes. 
Dogs must be kept on a lead and under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. 

Further information:    cormachamill47@gmail.com    tel 028 9029 1357 
This walk is deemed moderate. 

North Belfast Historical Society 
Thursday 16th October at 7.30pm 
Speaker:  Peter McCabe 
Subject: Belfast Coat of Arms 
Our annual subscription is £20 
Non-member £5 to attend a meeting. 
We look forward to seeing you.                       Daphne McClements (Chairman) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to those with birthdays in October: 

Samuel Cromie, Margaret Patterson, Forde Patterson, 
Rebecca Douglas-Smith, Ryan Delaney, David Cromie. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
If you would like to add your name to our birthday board, you’ll find it on the 

notice board at the back of the church, alternatively, you can ask Anne, 
our Parish Administrator, to add it for you.  No years mentioned! 

HOLY DUSTERS 
by Clodagh Webb 

Incy wincy spider climbed up the church's grout 
In came the Holy Dusters and brushed the spider out. 

Out came the hoover, the dustcloth and the mop 
Busy were the Holy Dusters 'til the church looked tip top. 

 

The Holy Dusters are a group of volunteers who clean allotted sections of 
the church for an hour to an hour and a half, every month or so. 
If you could join this merry crew it would be a great help.  Please contact 
Anne Cromie for details. 



DO YOU HAVE 
A FOOD ALLERGY? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

When refreshments are being 
served at church, if you have a 
food allergy or a special dietary 

requirement, please inform a 
member of the hospitality team. 

Fortwilliam 
Greengrocers 

 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Fruit baskets & Bouquets 

Fresh Flowers & Plants 
 

575 Antrim Road 
Belfast BT15 3BU 

Tel 028 9077 1013 

 

Come 
along 
and 
bring 
your 
friends! 

Our Church 
Family 

Please let us know about any 
happy events or exciting news 

within our parish family.  Good 
news is always worth sharing! 

Once again I would like to thank my 
‘family’ at St Peter’s for their 
continued support over the past three 
months.  It is greatly appreciated. 

Daphne McClements 



If you would like to support the worship, mission, and 
ministries of St Peter’s, please deposit your FWO 
envelope or loose money in the box at the back of the 
church.  If you prefer to donate by Apple Pay, Google 
Pay, PayPal or by credit/debit card, please scan this 
QR code on your phone.  Thank you. 

 

TIMETABLE 
 

Sunday 
10.30am: Sunday Service and Sunday School 
 

Monday 
10.30am: Walking Group 
6pm: Glandore Dog Training Club 
7.30pm: Select Vestry (3rd Monday in month) 
 

Tuesday 
10.30am: Crafty Goodness 
7.30pm: Priory Singers 
 

Wednesday 
10.30am: Holy Communion 
11.30am: Bible Study (last Wednesday in month) 
12noon Bereavement Group (2nd Wednesday in month) 

12noon Prayer Group (3rd Wednesday in month) 
2pm: Bridge Club 
5pm: Unislim 
6.30pm: PhysioPilates 
7.45pm: Choir Practice 
 

Thursday 
10.30am: Chair PhysioPilates 
6pm: Rainbows 
7pm: Brownies 
7.30pm Discipleship Group (1st Thursday in month) 

7.30pm: Bible Fellowship (2nd & 4th Thursdays in month) 

7.30pm: Historical Society (3rd Thursday in month) 

8pm: Guides and Senior Guides 
 

Friday 
10.30am: PhysioPilates 
4pm: Speech and Drama 
 
 
 

For more information on the parish organisations (including start back dates for the 
new season) please contact the appropriate personnel listed on the back page. 



Please send material for the 
November issue of Parish Notes to: 

Anne Cromie, 
Parish Administrator, 

St Peter’s Church, 
Fortwilliam Drive, 
Belfast BT15 4EB 

or email: 
annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 

by Thursday 16th October. 

Parish Notes 
On-line 

 

The Parish Notes can be 
read on our website.  

Visit 
www.stpeterbelfast.org 

 

If your business would like to 

advertise in our Parish Notes 

please contact the 

Parish Administrator, 

Anne Cromie. 

Contact details on back cover. 

Prayer 
 

If you would like your name added to 
our prayer list, please get in touch 

with Rosemary Johnston, 
tel 028 90 840 534, 

or go to 
www.stpeterbelfast.org/prayer 

and fill out the form. 

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS 
For speed of communication and to keep our records up to date, please send 
your email address to the Parish Office at: annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 
Also, please don’t forget to let us know if you move house, change any of your 
telephone numbers, or your email addresses.  Thank you. 

 

AFTER CHURCH REFRESHMENT—Thank you to 
all who provide light refreshments after services—it is 
much appreciated.  If you would like to help sometimes 
please contact Sandra Hutchman. 

October Flower List 
 

5th Daphne McClements 

 in memory of her parents 

26th Quintin Mulligan 

 in memory of his parents and wife, Evie 
 

Thank you to all who give of their time and effort in beautifing 
the church with flowers.  If practical, flowers should be in 
keeping with the liturgical colour of the season, particularly 
during Advent and Lent. 

mailto:stpetersandstjames@ntlworld.com


PARISH
  

CONTACTS
 

Produced by the Parish Office of St Peter and St James, Belfast 
www.stpeterbelfast.org 

www.facebook.com/stpeterbelfast   www.youtube.com@stpeterbelfast 
HMRC Charity Recognition No: XN45475         Charity Registration No: NIC101020 
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