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RECTOR’S NOTES 
 
 

SERVICES IN MAY 
 

On Sunday 4th May, which is the Third Sunday of Easter, there 
will be a short, simple service at 10.30am, followed immediately 
by our annual meeting of the Easter Vestry.  More information 
about the meeting is given a little later in these Notes. 
 

On Sunday 11th May, which is the Fourth Sunday of Easter, 
there will be two services: Family Matins at 10.30am, and then 
Choral Evensong at 3.30pm. 
 

On Sunday 18th May, which is the Fifth Sunday of Easter, there 
will Choral Eucharist at 10.30am. 
 

On Sunday 25th May, which is the Sixth Sunday of Easter – more 
commonly known as Rogation Sunday – there will a service of 
Choral Matins at 10.30am. 
 

Our midweek services continue at 10.30am on Wednesdays 
throughout the month, with the exception of the last week.  There 
will not be a service on  Wednesday 28th May.  Instead, there will 
be a celebration of Holy Communion on Thursday 29th May, 
which is Ascension Day. 
 

We will be celebrating only one Holy Day this month, which is 
St Matthias’ Day on Wednesday 14th May. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
 

This year, Christian Aid Week begins on Sunday 11th May.  Our 
parish coordinator for Christian Aid, Jill Bradley, will leave 
envelopes in the church that Sunday morning for anyone who 
would like to make a donation.  Jill has written her own article 
about the work of Christian Aid, and you can read that a little 
further on in these Notes. 



 

EASTER GIFT BAGS 
 

Thank you to Ashlee McCune for preparing our Easter gift bags 
for the housebound (see front cover).  They are always well-
received and much appreciated. 
 

GENERAL SYNOD 
 

The General Synod is the supreme governing body of the Church 
of Ireland.  Like a parliament, it consists of two “houses”:  The 
House of Bishops, which includes all serving Bishops, and the 
House of Representatives, which includes some clergy and laity 
from each of the dioceses.  For any changes to be made, it must 
have the agreement of both the House of Bishops and the House 
of Representatives.  The General Synod meets once a year for a 
few days.  This year, it will meet in-person on Friday 9th May and 
Saturday 10th May, and then online during the subsequent week for 
any remaining business. 
 

In addition to the reports and discussions of issues affecting the 
Church of Ireland, the specific matters to be resolved at this year’s 
General Synod include: 
 

1) Merging the General Synod representation from the formerly 
separate dioceses of Tuam, Killala, & Achonry, and Limerick & 
Killaloe. 

2) Ensuring that representatives to Diocesan Synods are registered 
members of the parish(es) which they represent. 

3) Maintaining consistency in the Constitution of the Church of 
Ireland by stating the retirement age of Archdeacons as 75 
rather than 70. 

4) Amending the governance arrangements of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Dublin. 

5) Ensuring that incumbents sign and return an agreement to 
occupy a residence provided by the parish. 

6) Amending how clergy pensions are calculated. 
7) Increasing the number of co-opted members on the 

Representative Body from 11 to 18. 



 

8) Merging the “Resident” and “Accustomed” membership 
registration forms into a single form. 

9) Permitting electronic voting at in-person meetings of the 
General Synod. 

10) Establishing a working group to consider whether clergy should 
be permitted to solemnise marriages in secular venues. 

11) Mandating that each diocese hold a “Racial Justice Sunday” 
service on the second Sunday of February each year. 

12) Removing the requirement that the membership of the 
Marriage Council includes a serving Bishop. 

 

I would ask you, please, to remember the work of the General 
Synod in your prayers. 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER DAY 
 

Thank you to all who took part in our Holy Week and Easter 
services.  We had quite the variety of services throughout the week, 
including our Family Service, Choral Evensong, The Way of the 
Cross, Late Evening Office, Holy Communion, Evening Prayer, 
Tenebrae, and both the old and modern versions of Choral 
Eucharist. 
 

I am grateful to Dora Hanna for officiating at Choral Evensong on 
Palm Sunday, and Robert Long for officiating at Late Evening 
Office on Holy Tuesday, and to Sandra Hutchman for sharing 
“reading duties” with me on Good Friday.  We give thanks also for 
our Organist & Choir Master, Robert Thompson, and our choir 
(see photo) for their beautiful musical ministry to us on Maundy 



 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Day.  And we must never 
forget our Parish Administrator, Anne Cromie, for preparing many 
orders of service, and our two Churchwardens, Daphne 
McClements and Margaret McKenna Black, for preparing the 
church for worship. 
 

Thanks also to our Flowers Coordinator, Sandra Davison, and the 
team of volunteers who came to the church on Holy Saturday to 
arrange flowers and do a quick spring clean.  The church looked 
really beautiful. 

 
CHRISTIAN LEARNING 
 

There is no Discipleship Group in May.  Its next session will be 
on Thursday 5th June. 
 

The Bible Fellowship will meet on Thursday 22nd May, at 7.30pm 
in the Minor Hall.  We will continue studying the Book of Exodus. 
 

Our monthly Bible Study will meet on Wednesday 28th May, at 
11.30am in the Minor Hall.  We will be continuing our study of 
St Paul’s Letters to Timothy. 
 

THE VENERABLE DR STEPHEN MCBRIDE 
 

We were delighted to welcome a former 
rector, the Ven Dr Stephen McBride, to 
preach in St Peter’s on Sunday 6th April.  
Stephen was the Rector of St Peter’s from 
1990 until 1995, succeeding Canon Will 
Harris, and preceding the Rev’d Charles 
McCollum.  A native of north Belfast, he 
worshipped in our neighbouring parish of 
Holy Trinity in his youth.  Since leaving 
St Peter’s, he has served as Vicar of Antrim Parish and as 
Archdeacon of Connor.  Sadly, smoke damage to All Saints, 
Antrim, after Christmas has meant that his church needs major 
restoration work, and accordingly we presented Stephen with a 
cheque to help support them during this difficult time (see photo). 
 



 

EASTER VESTRY 
 

The annual meeting of registered members of the parish will be 
held in St Peter’s at 10.30am on Sunday 4th May, immediately 
following a shorter-than-usual act of worship.  At the meeting, 
our Honorary Treasurer, Ashlee McCune, will give a brief 
overview of parish finances last year, and then we will elect our 
new Select Vestry to serve until Easter 2026. 
 

Given that some parishioners dread the prospect of being roped 
into serving on the Select Vestry, and others fear having to sit 
through a long meeting, it is understandable that quite a few 
people stay away from the church on this particular Sunday.  
However, God willing, neither of these two fears will come true!  
As this is the only such meeting we must have each year, could I 
please implore you to attend. 
 

I am grateful to the outgoing members of the Select Vestry (some 
of whom will undoubtedly be re-elected): Jill Bradley, David 
Cromie, Yvonne Crozier, Victor Davis, Lisa Faulkner-Byrne, 
Sandra Hutchman, Matthew Lambert, Nigel Macauley, Daphne 
McClements, Ashlee McCune, Sarah McCusker, Margaret 
McKenna Black, Michael Moore, Quintin Mulligan, Clodagh 
Webb, and Jim Wilson. 
 

CAN YOU HEAR THE VOICE OF JESUS? 
 

I recently watched an interview with a woman talking about baby 
sheep who are rejected by their mothers shortly after they are 
born.  There are various reasons why these lambs are rejected: If 
the mother gave birth to more than one lamb, she may choose to 
focus on one of them, and neglect the other.  Or if the lamb is 
born with a deformity, or if the lamb is unable to suckle properly.  
Or even if the lamb is otherwise perfectly fine, it may simply be 
that the mother is too ill or stressed to care for it. 
 

Left to fend for themselves, these little lambs would die.  To 
prevent this, the farmer takes these lambs and gives them special 
attention.  They’re kept in a warm, dry environment – in olden 



 

days in the farmhouse with the farmer, who bottle feeds them, 
and handles them much more tenderly than they would with the 
other lambs who are thriving with their mothers out in the fields. 
 

And because of this, these lambs form a deeper level of 
attachment to the farmer, than the others.  They know they are 
safe with the farmer.  They know the farmer’s voice.  And so once 
these lambs have been returned to the fields with the rest of the 
sheep, whenever the farmer goes out in the morning to call the 
sheep, it is the ones who know his voice, who come running over 
first. 
 

Now, let’s get religious.  Let’s imagine that each of us is a little 
lamb.  And the world (or more specifically, society) is our mother.  
We depend upon the society in which we live to provide us with 
food, water, entertainment, protection, employment, education, 
and healthcare.  And yet whilst there are a lot worse societies to 
live in than what we have created in the western world, there is no 
denying that our society is hanging together by a thread.  The 
resources of this planet are not equally shared by all people; our 
healthcare system is at breaking point; and people are now so 
consumed with paying the bills and making ends meet, that there 
is very little time and energy left in the average worker’s week to 
be involved in social groups and organisations (including the 
Church). 
 

As mother’s go, our society is not a very good one.  And many 
people are finding themselves increasingly isolated, unvalued and 
uncared for.  We are, for all intents and purposes, like those little 
lambs who have been abandoned by their mother. 
 

God, however, through his Holy Spirit, does not leave us 
abandoned.  In John’s Gospel, we read that Jesus, preparing his 
disciples for his death, told them “I will not leave you orphans.  I 
will come to you.”  And that, of course, is what the Holy Spirit is.  
He is God who comes to us.  And like the farmer taking the 
rejected sheep into his home to care for it, so too does God the 
Holy Spirit seek to nurture us, to help us grow, to feel protected, 



 

to feel valued, and to be prepared for the difficulties of life out in 
the world. 
 

And when we have that intimate relationship with God, when we 
recognise our dependence upon him, and not upon the world 
which cares so little for us, we learn to recognise God’s voice.  We 
learn to distinguish his voice calling out to us, from the other 
noises in the world which try to drown him out.  And because we 
have experienced his love for us, we run to him whenever he calls. 
 

That’s the voice that Mary Magdalene heard that Sunday morning 
as she stood weeping in the garden, beside the tomb from which 
the body of Jesus had vanished.  Since the death of Jesus on the 
Cross on the Friday, she must have felt the deep pain of grief – 
now compounded by the seeming removal of Jesus’ body which 
she had come to anoint.  And so she stands in the garden, 
overwhelmed by emotion.  And a voice nearby says, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?  Who are you looking for?”  And Mary, 
thinking the voice to be that of the gardener, asks if he knows 
where Jesus has been taken.  And the voice replies, “Mary”.  
That’s all, just her name.  And it was enough for her to recognise 
that the voice belonged to Jesus himself. 
 

My question for you is whether you recognise the voice of Jesus 
saying your name?  Can you hear him over the clamour of the 
world with all its problems?  Can you hear him calling, “Come to 
me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will refresh you?”  
And I know that the difficulties of life can often make us feel like 
Mary Magdalene in the garden, feeling overwhelmed – perhaps 
even feeling that the God in whom we had put our trust is gone.  
But even though she could not see him, he was there.  And when 
she heard him call her name, she recognised him. 
 

The voice of Jesus was kind, and compassionate, and forgiving.  
That’s the same voice which is calling you, today and everyday.  
Can you hear him?  Do you recognise him?  And will you come to 
him when he calls your name? 



Pause for Thought and Prayer 
by Rosemary Johnston 

 

Christian Aid 
80 years of service to the vulnerable, 

the needy and hungry and the oppressed 
 

 On Saturday 15th March, Jill Bradley, our Christian Aid rep, and I 
attended an excellent conference in Carnmoney Presbyterian Church Hall 
celebrating the 80th anniversary of the founding of Christian Aid.  After a 
warm welcome and introduction to Christian Aid Week, we attended two 
workshops, one on fundraising where we shared ideas on successful ways 
of raising funds and the other on Guatemala which was addressed by 
Gerardo Tobar.  He told us about the severe problems the people face 
such as dangerously high temperatures—42 degrees centigrade; excessive 
palm planting thus losing valuable native trees which provided the people 
with nutritious seeds and berries as well as some which are medicinal, but 
‘big businesss’ leaders are too powerful and it is hard to fight them.  
There is drought as well as heavy rain, and when the land is iron hard the 
rain runs away instead of into the parched earth—the water table is 
reduced causing great difficulty for the farmers.  But the people, with the 
help of Christian Aid, are fighting back to make their land viable with 
ways of conserving water with small dams and protecting the young crops 
with leaves to keep the moisture in.  We heard about Aurelia, a farmer 
and community leader who helps the people make best use of the land 
with Christian Aid partner Congcoop.  Extreme weather is ravaging the 
farms of the indigenous (Mayan) communities and Amelia, a young 
woman whose banana trees were destroyed by the weather, is training 
with Congcoop and is beginning to grow resilient crops to fight the 
effects of the climate crisis. 
 After a lunch of tasty sandwiches and sausage rolls, tea and coffee, 
we went away very impressed by the on-going work of Christian Aid. 
 

A potted history of Christian Aid 
 Christian Aid was set up in 1945 to respond to the refugee crisis after 
the Second World War.  It was established to tackle both the symptoms 
and root causes of poverty and injustice, challenging the systems and 
structures that keep people powerless, marginalised and vulnerable.  The 
understanding of the Christian faith is informed by Jesus coming to rescue 
a world in need.  Luke records in Acts 4: 34-35, “There were no needy 
persons among them.  For from time to time those who owned land or 
houses sold them, brought money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.”  The apostle James 



(James 2: 15-17) urged believers to nurture the kind of faith that leads to 
practical action, such as providing for those without clothes and daily 
food.  He goes on to argue that faith which is not accompanied by action 
is dead. 
Christian Aid co-operates with churches as natural partners but also 
works with people and agencies of all faiths and none who side with the 
poor.  “… we believe that despite holding different views, churches 
should be united in the belief that all people are equal in God’s sight … .  
It is for this reason that Christian Aid works with partner organisations 
which defend the human rights of LGBTQ+ people.”  (Information from 
‘Why Christian Aid Ireland?’) 
 

‘Hope is an unstoppable force. 
Hope unites us. 
Hope fuels action. 
Hope makes change possible.’ 

This excellent article by Rosemary reminds 
us all of the valuable work done by 
Christian Aid throughout the world.  It tells 
us too how this year their big project is to 
help farmers in Guatemala. 
Christian Aid Week is almost here and 
once again we are planning to do a 20 mile 
sponsored walk as our money-raiser.  We 
will follow the same format as last year. 
Starting from the church car park on 
Monday 12th May at 10am we aim to walk 
approximately four miles each morning 

until Friday 16th May—thus covering 20 miles during those five days. 
We are, of course, inviting you to be our sponsors using the Christian Aid 
envelope you will find on the church seats on Sunday 11th. 
If you are unable to come to church but wish to contribute you can send 
your donation to the Parish Office, St Peter’s Church, Fortwilliam Drive, 
Belfast BT15 4EB, making cheques payable to Christian Aid, or by BACS 
transfer (with "Christian Aid" in the reference field). 
Last year we managed to raise £1,512.87 with which we were very 
pleased.   This year please help us to match or even exceed that total.  
Thank you in advance. 
Anyone wishing to join us on the walk will be very welcome.  More 
information from me, Jill Bradley: 

Tel: 028 9084 2998 
Mobile: 07773 803 116 

Email: jill.bradley1@btinternet.com 



 
 
 
 

Service Schedule for May 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE 
 
 

 
 

OFFICIANT 
 
 

 
 

LECTOR 
 
 

 
 

PREACHER 
 
 

 
 

INTERCESSOR 
 
 

 

Sunday 4th May—The Third Sunday of Easter (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Vestry Service 

 

Rector - Rector Rector 

 

Wednesday 7th May—Easter (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector - Rector Rosemary Johnston 

 

Sunday 11th May—The Fourth Sunday of Easter (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Family Matins 

 

Rector - Rector Dora Hanna 

 

3.30pm 
Choral Evensong 

 

David Cromie Dora Hanna - David Cromie* 

 

Wednesday 14th May—Saint Matthias (Red) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector - Rector Daphne McClements 

 

Sunday 18th May—The Fifth Sunday of Easter (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Choral Eucharist 

 

Rector Robert Long  Robert Long 

 

Wednesday 21st May—Easter (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 

Rector - Rector Jim Wilson 

 

Sunday 25th May—Rogation Sunday (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Choral Matins 

 

David Cromie Graeme Watt Rector David Cromie 

 

Thursday 29th May—Ascension Day (White) 
 
 

 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

(1662) 
 

Rector Robert Long - Robert Long* 



 

 

PARISH REGISTER 

Christian Burial 
“At rest in the Lord.” 

 
 

Anna McAlpine 

Cremation at Ballyearl on 2nd April 2025 
 

 

Anne Noblett 

Burial at Carnmoney Cemetery on 11th April 2025 
 

 

Alice Flanagan 

Cremation at Ballyearl on 14th April 2025 
 

 

Robert McIvor 

Burial at Carnmoney Cemetery on 16th April 2025 

 

Altar Guild Rota for May 
 

Date Time Set-up 
Wine 
Cruet 

Wine 
Chalice 

Colour Location 

Wednesday 
7th 

10.30am 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Dora 

Hanna 
Robert 
Long 

White Resurrection 

Wednesday 
14th 

10.30am 
Jim 

Wilson 
Robert 
Long 

Margaret 
McK Black 

Red Resurrection 

Sunday 
18th 

10.30am 
Dora 

Hanna 
Dora 

Hanna 
Robert 
Long 

White Chancel 

Wednesday 
21st 

10.30am 
Kathryn 

Hennessy 
Robert 
Long 

Rosemary 
Johnston 

White Resurrection 

Thursday 
29th 

10.30am 
Robert 
Long 

Rosemary 
Johnston 

Robert 
Long 

White St James 



AC 

Feeling stressed? 
Have you noticed that you instinctively feel better when spending time in 
gardens or nature?  This positive feeling has been confirmed by scientific 
research: A study by Mental Health Foundation into “Mental Health and 
Nature” found that how much we notice, think about and appreciate our 
natural surroundings can be critical for supporting good mental health. 
Doing some gardening is a good example of this as it helps release 
seratonin and endorphins which are our body’s natural feel-good 
hormones that promote mental wellbeing.  Research also shows we can 
concentrate better after spending time in or looking at nature and so 
gardening can have a powerful and positive impact for people with a 
range of mental health needs. 

Now you can sense what’s coming …!! 
Would you be able to help us by doing some light gardening to help keep 
our church grounds neat and tidy?  Maybe just a bit of weeding, some 
brushing, and a general tidy up?  I’m sure we all appreciate our beautiful 
surroundings at St Peter’s but obviously it all takes some looking after.  
Several volunteers giving about 30 minutes every fortnight or so from 
April to October would make a huge difference in keeping everything 
looking good.  All you would need is a trowel, a bucket and a kneeler—
there is a brown bin available in the grounds for weeds etc.  You could 
come any time that suits you, and you could bring as many helpers as you 
like!! 

When you garden with others, the benefits are huge.  It gives a sense of 
belonging, of being part of something, and it helps combat social isolation. 

Go on, give it a go! 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-06/MHAW21-Nature-research-report.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-06/MHAW21-Nature-research-report.pdf


Please join us for Choral Evensong 

Sunday, 11th May, at 3.30pm 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to those with birthdays in May: 

Sandra Davison, Rosemary Johnston, Eileen Jeffers, 
Anne Cromie, Quintin Mulligan. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
If you would like to add your name to our birthday board, you’ll find it on the 
notice board at the back of the church, alternatively, you can ask Anne, our 

Parish Administrator, to add it for you.  No years mentioned! 





 
CAVE HILL 

CONSERVATION 
CAMPAIGN 

 
Join us for a free, expert-guided walk 

to hear the dawn chorus 
on Saturday 17th May, 5am-7.30am 

Meet at the gates to the park at the top of Innisfayle Park 
wearing suitable clothing and shoes. 

Dogs must be kept on a lead and under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. 

Further information:    cormachamill47@gmail.com    tel 028 9029 1357 
This month’s walk is deemed easy grade. 

DO YOU HAVE A FOOD ALLERGY? 
When refreshments are being served at church, if you 
have a food allergy or a special dietary requirement, 

please inform a member of the hospitality team. 

 

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS 
 

For speed of communication and to keep our records up to date, please 
send your email address to the Parish Office at: 
 

annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 
 

Also, please don’t forget to let us know if you move house, change any of 
your telephone numbers, or your email addresses.  Thank you. 

North Belfast Historical Society 
15th May at 7.30pm 
Speaker:  Jason Burke 
Subject: Francis Joseph Bigger 
Our annual subscription is £15 
Non-member £4 to attend a meeting. 
We look forward to seeing you.                       Daphne McClements (Chairman) 



If you would like to support the worship, mission, and 
ministries of St Peter’s, please deposit your FWO 
envelope or loose money in the box at the back of the 
church.  If you prefer to donate by Apple Pay, Google 
Pay, PayPal or by credit/debit card, please scan this 
QR code on your phone.  Thank you. 

TIMETABLE 
Sunday 
10.30am: Sunday Service and Sunday School 
Monday 
10.30am: Walking Group 
6pm: Glandore Dog Training Club 
7.30pm: Select Vestry (3rd Monday in month) 

Tuesday 
10.30am: Crafty Goodness 
7.30pm: Priory Singers 
Wednesday 
10.30am: Holy Communion 
11.30am: Bible Study (last Wednesday in month) 
2pm: Bridge Club 
5pm: Unislim 
6.30pm: PhysioPilates 
7.45pm: Choir Practice 
Thursday 
10.30am: Baby Sensory 
10.30am: Chair PhysioPilates 
6pm: Rainbows 
7pm: Brownies 
7.30pm Discipleship Group (1st Thursday in month) 

7.30pm: Bible Fellowship (2nd & 4th Thursdays in month) 

7.30pm: Historical Society (3rd Thursday in month) 

8pm: Guides and Senior Guides 
Friday 
10.30am: PhysioPilates 
4pm: Speech and Drama 
 
 

For more information on the parish organisations (including start back dates for the 
new season) please contact the appropriate personnel listed on the back page. 

 

AFTER CHURCH REFRESHMENT—Thank you to 
all who provide light refreshments after services—it is 
much appreciated.  If you would like to help sometimes 
please contact Sandra Hutchman. 



Please send material for the 
June issue of Parish Notes to: 

Anne Cromie, 
Parish Administrator, 

St Peter’s Church, 
Fortwilliam Drive, 
Belfast BT15 4EB 

or email: 
annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 

by Monday 26th May. 

Parish Notes 
On-line 

 

The Parish Notes can be 
read on our website.  

Visit 
www.stpeterbelfast.org 

 

If your business would like to 

advertise in our Parish Notes 

please contact the 

Parish Administrator, 

Anne Cromie. 

Contact details on back cover. 

Prayer 
 

If you would like your name added to 
our prayer list, please get in touch 

with Rosemary Johnston, 
tel 028 90 840 534, 

or go to 
www.stpeterbelfast.org/prayer 

and fill out the form. 

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS 
For speed of communication and to keep our records up to date, please send 
your email address to the Parish Office at: annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 
Also, please don’t forget to let us know if you move house, change any of your 
telephone numbers, or your email addresses.  Thank you. 

 

May Flower List 
 

 

4th Jill Bradley in memory of her mother 

 

11th The Hall family in memory of their parents, 

 sister, Rosemary, and brother, Adrian 

 

18th Joyce Hunter in memory of her husband 

 

25th Davison family in memory of 

 Arthur and Margaret 

 
 

Thank you to all who give of their time and effort in beautifing the church with 
flowers.  If practical, flowers should be in keeping with the liturgical colour of 
the season, particularly during Advent and Lent. 

mailto:stpetersandstjames@ntlworld.com
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