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SERVICES IN  MARCH 
 

As part of our Lenten devotions, throughout March there will 
be a traditional language service of Compline in St Peterõs 
each Thursday evening at 7.15pm, lasting around fifteen 
minutes. 
 

On Sunday 2nd March, which is the Sunday before Lent (also 
known as Quinquagesima), there will be a celebration of Holy 
Communion at 10.30am. 
 

Wednesday 5th March is Ash Wednesday, which is the first day in 
the season of Lent.  There will be a Penitential Service, including 
Holy Communion, at 10.30am. 
 

On Sunday 9th March, which is the First Sunday in Lent, our 
Family Service will be at 10.30am, followed by Choral Evensong 
at 3.30pm. 
 

On Sunday 16th March, to which we will transfer St Patrickõs 
Day (from 17th March), there will be a celebration of Choral 
Eucharist at 10.30am. 
 

On Wednesday 19th March, we will celebrate St Josephõs Day 
with Holy Communion at 10.30am. 
 

On Sunday 23rd March, which is the Third Sunday in Lent, there 
will be service of Choral Matins at 10.30am. 
 

On Sunday 30th March, which is Mothering Sunday, there will be 
a Service of the Word at 10.30am.  This is very similar to a regular 
service of Morning Prayer, but with some changes to the liturgy 
which are appropriate for Mothering Sunday. 
 

Throughout the month, there will be celebration of Holy 
Communion each Wednesday at 10.30am, followed by 
refreshments. 

 



 
 

GUEST PREACHERS 
 

As part of our 125th anniversary year celebrations, we were joined 
by the Revõd Clifford Skillen on Sunday 26th January, and by the 
Revõd Andrew Irwin on Sunday 16th February. 
 

Clifford preached on how just as we give thanks 
for the stones of which St Peter's is built, more 
importantly we give thanks for the Christian 
community which worships in St Peter's and then 
witnesses to Christ in the world.  Clifford, 
formerly rector of St Polycarpõs but now retired, 
has been associated with St Peterõs for many 
years.  During the last decade, whenever I have 
been on holiday, he has led Sunday services once 
or twice a year. 
 

Andrew is the Curate-in-Charge of St Paul & 
St Barnabas, and is also our Associate Minister in 
St Peterõs.  He will be known to the mid-week 
congregation as he too leads occasional services, 
but his name should be more widely known as 
the go-to person in the event of a pastoral 
emergency in my absence.  In his sermon, 
Andrew preached on the centrality of the fact of 
Christõs resurrection in the life of each Christian, 
and in the work and witness of the Church. 

 
RECTORY RENOVATION  
 

A rectory is a house in which a rector lives.  Itõs the word most 
often used in the Church of Ireland for the house provided by the 
Church for the minister in charge of a parish.  You might also 
hear it described as a vicarage (where a vicar lives) or a curatage 
(where a curate assistant lives).  Other Christian denominations 
might prefer presbytery (where a priest lives) or a manse (where a 
minister lives). 
 



 

St Peterõs did not have its own rectory for its first few decades, and 
the rectors during that time lived in rented accommodation at 
various addresses.  Eventually, a site on the Antrim Road, just a few 
minutesõ walk from the church, was purchased and this was then 
succeeded around thirty-five years ago by the current house a little 
farther up the slope of the Cavehill. 
 

As with all property, the Rectory requires ongoing maintenance.   
Laura and I can turn our hands to anything straightforward, but 
professionals take care of the rest.  In some cases, even simple 
repairs require an expert to be called, as the regulations of the 
Church of Ireland demand that certain works be carried out by 
those who are trained, accredited, and insured. 
 

In addition to maintenance, the renovation of the property is a 
rolling project.  A couple of year ago the bathrooms were updated, 
and this year the living/dining room has been given a makeover 
with radiators fixed, a new fireplace installed, and wooden flooring 
laid down.  Of course, none of this is free, and my family is very 
grateful to the Select Vestry for assigning a little of the money from 
the fees paid for the use of St Peterõs by film companies in recent 
years. 

 
FAMILY  SERVICE  
 

In February, we reflected upon the story 
of Jesus telling St Peter that he would no 
longer catch fish for a living, but instead  
òcatch peopleó (see picture inset).  I think, 
though, the King James Versionõs òfisher 
of menó has a more poetic ring to it! 
This monthõs Family Service falls on the 
First Sunday in Lent (9th March), and 
accordingly will focus on the temptation of our Lord Jesus in the 
wilderness.  For the first thirty minutes, the service will include a 
simplified liturgy and teaching appropriate for all ages.  Families 
with young children may then choose whether to leave, or go to the 
halls, or remain for the conclusion of Choral Matins. 
 



 

In June, we will be making a donation to the NI Childrenõs 
Hospice from the loose plate collection raised at our Family 
Services since September.  Please do continue to bring a few coins 
with you each month for such a worthy and vital cause. 

 

CHRISTIAN  LEARNING  
 

Our Discipleship Group meets on Thursday 6th March from 
7.30pm till 9pm in the Minor Hall.  Last month we learned about 
the reasons why we should share our faith, and the reasons why we 
often donõt.  This month we will be exploring òThe Where of 
Mission: Sharing our Faith - Here, There, and Everywhereó.  This 
is the fifth session of J. Johnõs evangelism course òCalling Outó.   
You are very welcome to join us, whether or not you have attended 
the previous sessions. 
 

Our Evening Bible Fellowship meets from 7.30pm till 9pm on 
both Thursday 13th and 27th March in the Minor Hall.  We will be 
continuing to learn about the story of Abraham in the Book of 
Genesis. 
 

Our Morning Bible Study meets from 11.30am till 12.30pm on 
Wednesday 26th March in the Minor Hall.  We have concluded our 
study of St Paulõs Letter to the Colossians, and will therefore be 
turning our attention to elsewhere in the Bible.  If you have a 
preference for a book which you would like to study, please let me 
know. 

 

EASTER VESTRY 
 

There will be a meeting of the General Vestry on Sunday 4th May 
immediately after our 10.30am service in St Peterõs.  This is a 
statutory meeting of the registered members of the parish, held 
within twenty days before or after Easter Day, and therefore 
known as the Easter Vestry.  At this meeting, our Treasurer will 
give an overview of the financial accounts for 2024, and elections 
will be held for the Select Vestry.  This is a committee of seventeen 
members, which is responsible for managing the human, physical, 



 

and financial resources of the parish.  It does not have any role in 
the worship, mission, and ministries of the Church.  Each member 
of the Select Vestry is deemed to be a Trustee by the Charity 
Commission for Northern Ireland.  It is a vital role within the life 
of our parish, and I hope that you will give prayerful consideration 
to putting yourself forward for nomination.  Please note that only 
registered members of the parish may participate in the elections, 
and the Charity Commission has rules concerning who may or 
may not serve as a Trustee.  More information will be given next 
month, but please do speak to me if you have any questions. 

 
SIMEON , JESUS, AND  THE  H OLY SPIRIT  
 

As a parish, we are immensely grateful to the daughters of 
Harry and Rosemary Hinds, Vivien Stark, Anne Cromie, and 
Carolyn Hamill, for their generosity in gifting a beautiful new 
stained-glass window to St Peterõs (see front cover).  The scene 
depicts the story of Simeonõs encounter with the baby Jesus, as 
told in Luke 2: 39ð32.  In the pane on the left, we see Mary, the 
mother of Jesus.  She is kneeling on the steps of the temple in 
Jerusalem, to which she had come to offer a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving for the safe birth of her child.  On the right, we see 
Joseph.  And in the middle, we see Simeon, holding Jesus in his 
arms. 
 

There is however one very important person in the Gospel story 
who is present in this scene, but perhaps not obviously 
identifiable: God the Holy Spirit.  In fact, so important is the Holy 
Spirit in this gospel passage, that he is mentioned by name three 
times, whereas Mary is mentioned by name only once; Jesus is 
mentioned by name only once, and poor Joseph is not mentioned 
by name at all. 
 

Simeon, however, is mentioned three times as well ð and this 
indicates both the centrality of Simeon and the Holy Spirit to this 
passage, and the connection between the two of them.  Because 
although the Holy Spirit is not represented separately and 
physically in the image, he is very much present and at work in 



 

Simeon.  So, in the passage, we read that: The Holy Spirit òrested 
onó Simeon.  The Holy Spirit had òrevealed toó Simeon that he 
would see the Messiah during his lifetime.  And the Holy Spirit 
òguidedó Simeon to go the temple, just as the infant Jesus was 
being brought in.  In the language of the New Testament, we might 
say that Simeon had been given the spiritual gift of knowledge.  
(When we talk about òspiritual giftsó, we are referring to God 
giving us little bits of his own divine power ð in knowledge or 
ability ð in order to help us do what he needs us to do.) 
 

You will find plenty of examples throughout the Old and New 
Testaments in which the Spirit is said to rest upon a person, 
revealing knowledge to them and guiding them.  Whatõs important 
to note is that is always done for a purpose which God has in mind.  
He doesnõt simply decide that he is going to honour a person by 
giving them ð for example ð the gift of prophecy.  Instead, he gives 
someone that gift in order for them to communicate the message 
that God needs us to hear.  So the gifts of the Holy Spirit are not 
for our own private benefit.  They exist to help or inform other 
people. 
 

And yet the focus of the story seems very much to be on Simeon 
himself.  We are told that the Spirit had given Simeon the 
knowledge that he would not die until he had seen the long-awaited 
Saviour ð the Messiah, the Christ ð with his own eyes.  And 
subsequently, the Christian Church has focussed on the words of 
Simeon, in which he reflects upon this: òMaster, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.ó 
 

We use a version of these words in Evening Prayer and often at 
funerals, in which we reflect upon ð having come to the end of the 
day, or the end of a life ð our salvation.  But as important as these 
words of Simeon are within the liturgical life of the Church, they 
are not the reason why Simeon was given the gifts of knowledge 
and prophecy.  He needed to have some other purpose ð to help or 
to inform someone else.  And that, of course, comes in what he 



 

says next to Mary:  òThis child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed.ó 
 

That single sentence is deserving of an entire sermon devoted just 
to itself, but for our purposes today, letõs just say that Simeon is 
affirming for Mary the sentiment that she heard from the angel 
Gabriel, when he announced the conception of Jesus: òHe will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.ó  This is the promise of glory that Mary had 
received; she knew that her young child was vital in Godõs plan 
for the redemption of the world.  She heard it from Gabriel; she 
heard it from her cousin Elizabeth (the mother of John the 
Baptist), and now she has heard it from Simeon. 
 

But Simeon, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
delivers one more message.  A message that 
Mary had not yet received.  He tells her, òA 
sword will pierce your own soul too.ó  In other 
words, the salvation of the world would not 
come without heartbreak:  The heartbreak of a 
mother, thirty-three years later, watching her 
firstborn son being humiliated, and tortured, 
and crucified. 
 

It is this activity of God the Holy Spirit, warning Mary of the hurt 
she would experience, that is central to this story.  And it is 
therefore a reminder to us that life ð even for those who trust in 
God ð will have moments of joy, and moments of heartache. 
 

So as we ð and God willing, many generations yet come ð look at 
our beautiful new window, donõt just see what is visible to the eye.  
Look deeper at the activity of God which we cannot see ð and 
learn to recognise the Holy Spirit's unseen presence and guidance 
in our own lives ð trusting that despite the suffering in this world, 
Godõs plan for our salvation is unfolding; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 



 
SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 

 
 

SERVICE 
 

 
OFFICIANT 

 

 
LECTOR 

 

 
PREACHER 

 

 
INTERCESSOR 

 
 

S  2  MðQ  (G ) 
 

10.30am 
Choral Eucharist 

Rector Dora Hanna Rector Ashlee McCune 

 

W  5  MðA  W  (P ) 
 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Rector Dora Hanna Rector Rector* 

 

S  9  MðT  F  S   L  (P ) 
 

10.30am 
Family Service 

Rector/ 
David Cromie 

- Rector Dora Hanna 

3.30pm 
Choral Evensong 

Rector David Cromie - Rector* 
 

W  12  MðL  (P ) 
 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Rector - Rector Daphne McClements 

 

S  16  MðS  P  ( ) (G ) 

10.30am 
Choral Eucharist 

Rector Robert Long Rector Robert Long 

 

W  19  MðS  J   N  (W ) 
 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Rector - Rector Daphne McClements 

 

S  23  MðT  T  S   L  (P ) 
 

10.30am 
Choral Matins 

Dora Hanna Lucas Todd Rector Rector* 

 

W  26  MðL  (P ) 
 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

1662 
Rector Robert Long - Robert Long* 

 

S  30  MðM  S  (P ) 
 

10.30am 
Service of 
the Word 

Rector Dora Hana Rector Sandra Hutchman 



NINETY YEARS AGO IN ST JAMES 
An excerpt of  the Parish Magazine from March 1935 
The Bishop of Ossory in his little book "On Keeping Lent," writes 
"The purpose of Lent is threefold: 
1) It is the preparation for Easter Dayñthe great day on which we 

call to remembrance how our Saviour Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave, triumphant over death and sin.  The latter portion of Lent, 
which is Holy Week, calls our special attention to the agony, 
sufferings, death upon the cross, and the burial, which were the 
prelude of the Resurrection.  This is the most solemn portion of 
Lent; the climax of all the rest.  What a contrast to the joy of 
Easter is the gloom and sadness of Holy Week!  With what 
gladness will we keep the Easter Festival if we have observed Lent, 
and especially Holy Week faithfully! 

2) Lent calls to our minds the forty days which our Master Christ 
spent in the wilderness, in loneliness, in fasting, in meditation and 
prayer.  During the forty days He suffered Himself to be tempted 
by the Devil, thus impressing upon our minds the great fact that 
He 'was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin, (Heb. 4: 
15), and that therefore 'He is able to succour them that are 
tempted' (Hebrews 2: 18). 

3) Lent, as it comes round year by year, calls Christian people to come 
apart for a little while from the care and bustle and preoccupation 
of everyday lifeñas Christ betook Himself to the loneliness of the 
wilderness, and as He sometimes called His disciples to come apart 
into a desert place, and to rest awhile with Him-and to spend daily 
a little more than usual in considering their ways, repenting of their 
sins, reading and thinking of the things of God, and thus gaining 
refreshment and strength for meeting the difficulties, temptations, 
and sorrows of their lives; by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

How then are we to observe this solemn season?  Here are some 
suggestions:  Study the Gospel of St. Mark.  Come as often as you 
can to commune with your Lord and Master in his Communion 
Service, and especially on Ash Wednesday.  Come to the services 
in Holy Week.  Give more time to prayer.  Come on Easter Morn 
to rejoice in the Masterõs triumph! 





 

New Window 
 

(We are grateful to Portadown Stained Glass Studio 
for these photographs showing the manufacture and installation 

of the window and for the explanation on how the window was made.) 
 

 On Sunday, 2nd February, the new Hinds window was 
dedicated by the Rector, bringing to a close an operation which had 
begun many months previously.  Once the decision had been taken 
to create a new window, the machinery of the Church was cranked 
up with various permissions required by the Rector, the Select 
Vestry, the Diocesan Surveyor, the Bishop and the Representative 
Church Body, Dublinðthe latter being the legal owners of the 
building.  The choice of picture remained with the family, and they 
chose the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, featuring the infant 
Christ, his parents and, of course, old Simeon, pictured holding the 
baby.  The family also sought to take advantage of the sunlight 
provided by the southerly position of the window; hence the use of 
warm reds, rich golds and strong blues.  Once the permissions and 
basic designs were complete, the manufacture could begin.  The 
firm tasked with the job was Portadown Stained Glass Studio. 
 

 The process began with concept drawings, called ócartoonsô, 
from which various tweaks, additions and deletions could be made 
to produce both the image desired and to ensure the finished 
product would blend with existing stained glass elsewhere in the 
church.  When the basic concept was realised and the key 
measurements taken, full scale drawings were prepared and these 
formed the basis of the finished glass work. 
 

 This labour-intensive and slow process of manufacturing 
stained glass has remained unchanged for many centuries.  
Traditional hand-blown glass is used and carefully selected pieces 
are hand-cut into sections to create the final panels. 
 

 Creating the artwork involves using metal oxide powders which 
are painted onto the glass and fired in a kilnðeach piece of glass 
may go through this process many times to obtain the desired 
effect.  After that, fine brushes and scraping tools are used to 
produce the fine details and eventually the small pieces of glass are 
leaded together into a single panel for installation.  It took many 
months of painstaking work to complete the job. 









Michael Guy getting underway 
with the installation 


