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SERVICES IN MARCH

As part of our Lenten devotions, throughout March there Wiél
be a traditional language service of Compline in $te t

each Thursday evening at 7.15pm, lasting around fiftee
minutes.

On Sunday 2 March, which is the Sunday before Lent
known asQuinquagesima), there will be a celebration of H
Communion at 10.30am.

WednesdaytiMarch isAsh Wednesdaywhich is the first day
the season of Lent. There will be a Penitential Service, in
Holy Communion, at 10.30am.

On Sunday " March, which is th&irst Sunday in Lent our
Family Service will be at 10.30am, followed by Choral Eve
at 3.30pm.

On Sunday ¥6March, to which we will transfért P arl)
Day (from 17 March), there will be a celebration of C
Eucharist at 10.30am.

On Wednesday ®9March, we will celebragt Joseq
with Holy Communion at 10.30am.

On Sunday 28March, which is th€hird Sunday in Lent, there
will be service of Choral Matins at 10.30am.

On Sunday 30March, which iMothering Sunday there will be
a Service of the Word at 10.30am. This is very similar to ajre
service of Morning Prayer, but with some changes to the |li
which are appropriate for Mothering Sunday.

Throughout the month, there will be celebration of

Communion each Wednesday at 10.30am, followe
refreshments.




As part of our 125anniversary year celebrations, we were
bytheRev 6 d CI i foh Sunddy Z68Jkniudryl amdby thé
Revdd Andon&unday ¥owebrumary.

Clifford preached on how just as we give thgs /
for the stones of which St Peter's is built, 11 * =
importantly we give thanks for the Chris | i
community which worships in St Peter's and /& ¢
witnesses to Christ in the world. CliffCe.
formerly rector of 0l ycar pods e
has been associated

years. During the last decade, whenever |

been on holiday, he has led Sunday service

or twice a year.

GUEST PREACHERS k@

Andrew is the Curate-Charge of St Paul |©=
StBarnabas, and is also our Associate Minis - &
St Peterods. He wwekk |

congregation as he too leads occasional se

but his name should be more widely know. >

the geto person in the event of a past™ 3
emergency in my absence. In his setl
Andrew preached on the centrality of the fa
Christds resurrectio

and in the work and witness of the Church.

RECTORY RENOVATION
Arectoys a house in which a

Church for the minister in charge of a parish. You migh
hear it described asvaaragavhere a vicar lives) orcarata
(where a curate assistant lives). Other Christian denomi
might prefempresbytgmwhere a priest lives) omaansévhere 3
minister lives).




St Peterds did not have

farther up the slope of the Cavehill.
As with all property, the Rectory requires ongoing mainte

those who are trained, accredited, and insured.
In addition to maintenance, the renovation of the proper

grateful to the Select Vestry for assigning a little of the mone
the fees paid for the use (¢
years.

FAMILY SERVICE

In February, we reflected upon the st}

of Jesus telling St Peter that he woulc
longer catch fish for a Iiving, but
ocatch peopl (s d
t hough, t he

of menod has
This mont hds Fami

First Sunday in Lent t{9March), and _
accordingly will focus on the temptation of our Lord Jesus
wilderness. For the first thirty minutes, the service will inclu
simplified liturgy and teaching appropriate for all ages. F
with young children may then choose whether to leave, or gqg
halls, or remain for the conclusion of Choral Matins.




Il n June, we wi || be makin
Hospice from the loose plate collection raised at our
Services since September. Please do continue to bring a f
with you each month for such a worthy and vital cause.

CHRISTIAN LEARNING

Our Discipleship Group meets on Thursdayh@MVarch from
7.30pm till 9pm in the Minor Hall. Last month we learned
the reasons why we should share our faith, and the reasons
often dondt. Thi s mo nWheref
Mission: Sharing our FaiklHe r e , Ther e, an
I's the fifth session of J.

the previous sessions.

Our EveningBible Fellowship meets from 7.30pm till 9pm
both Thursday ¥8and 2% March in the Minor Hall. We will
continuing to learn about the story of Abraham in the Bogk
Genesis.

study of St Paul 6s Letter

turning our attention to elsewhere in the Bible. If you h
preference for a book which you would like to study, please |4
know.

EASTER VESTRY

There will be a meeting of the General Vestry on Suhdagy4
I mmedi ately after our 10. 3
statutory meeting of the registered members of the parish,
within twenty days before or after Easter Day, and the
known as the Easter Vestry. At this meeting, our Treasur
give an overview of the financial accounts for 2024, and el¢
will be held for the Select Vestry. This is a committee of se
members, which is responsible for managing the human, p




and financial resources of the parish. It does not have any|r@le ir
the worship, mission, and ministries of the Church. Each mgfber
of the Select Vestry is deemed to be a Trustee by the CRarity
Commission for Northern Ireland. It is a vital role within thq fife

of our parish, and | hope that you will give prayerful consideyation
to putting yourself forward for nomination. Please note thaf @nly

and the Charity Commission has rules concerning who maly or
may not serve as a Trustee. More information will be givephext
month, but please do speak to me if you have any questiong

SMEON , ESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

As a parish, we are immensely grateful to the daughtes of
Harryand Rosemary Hinds, Vivien Stark, Anne Cromie,| gand
Carolyn Hamill, for their generosity in gifting a beautiful |rew

staineeglass window to tet er 6 s (see fr t

depicts the story of Si meo S
told in Luke 2: 332. In the pane on the left, we see Mary{ the

mother of Jesus. She is kneeling on the steps of the terpgle i
Jerusalem, to which she had come to offer a sacrific@ of
thanksgiving for the safe birth of her child. On the right, wg fsee
Joseph. And in the middle, we see Simeon, holding Jesug In h
arms.

There is however one very important person in the Gospel ftory

identifiable: God the Holy Spirit. In fact, so important is the Hply
Spirit in this gospel passage, that he is mentioned by narqg thre
times, whereas Mary is mentioned by name only once;

by name at all.

Simeon, however, is mentioned three times as welll this
indicates both the centrality of Simeon and the Holy Spirit tp ghis
passage, and the connection between the two of them. aus
although the Holy Spirit is not represented separatel nd
physically in the image, he is very much present and at wdtk ir




Si meon. So, I n the passadg

ondéd Si meon. The Holy Spir

would see the Messiah during his lifetime. And the Holy| $piri
oguidedd Simeon to go the |Rje
being brought in. In the language of the New Testament, wdg figt
say that Simeon had been given the spiritual gift of knowlgdg
(When we talk about OsSpiril|tu.
giving us little bits of his own divine powemn knowledge C{
abilityd in order to help us do what he needs us to do.)

You will find plenty of examples throughout the Old and [New

revealing knowledge to the a
to note is that is always done for a purpose which God has i fnin
He doesnodt simply decide t At
giving then® for example the gift of prophecy. Instead, he givés

someone that gift in order for them to communicate the mégsag
that God needs us to hear. So the gifts of the Holy Spirit nc
for our own private benefit. They exist to help or inform er
people.

And yet the focus of the story seems very much to be on $ifhec
himself. We are told that the Spirit had given Simeohfthe
knowledge that he would not die until he had seen thavaigd
Saviourd the Messiah, the Chriétwith his own eyes. Ar
subsequently, the Christian Church has focussed on the ds
Si meon, i n which he refl ec|t]s

dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; n

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles ard f
glory to your people | sraell.}o

We use a version of these words in Evening Prayer and qften
funerals, in which we reflect upbhaving come to the end of the

words of Simeon are within the liturgical life of the Church| ghey
are not the reason why Simeon was given the gifts of knowjedq
and prophecy. He needed to have some other pdrpfmbelp o

to inform someone else. And that, of course, comes in wh@t h




says next to Mary: oOThi s

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be oppoge#l so

that the inner thoughts of

a

That single sentence is deserving of an entire sermon devote#l jus

to itself, but for our puris

affirming for Mary the sentiment that she heard from the
Gabriel, when he announced
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He

pel
h

Drd

ill

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdomf|ti§jere

wi || be no end. o6 This i1s
recei ved,; she knew that hert
for the redemption of the world. She heard it from Gabriel;
heard it from her cousin Elizabeth (the mother of John
Baptist), and now she has heard it from Simeon.

But Simeon, inspired by the Holy Sy
delivers one more message. A messa
Mary had not yet r
sword wil/ pierce y*
words, the salvation of the world would
come without heartbreak: The heartbreak
mother, thirtythree years later, watching ¢
firstborn son being humiliated, and tortuZ ez
and crucified. = j

s
It is this activity of God the Holy Spirit, warning Mary of the I
she would experience, that is central to this story. And
therefore a reminder to us that éfeven for those who trust if
God o will have moments of joy, and moments of heartache.

So as wé and God willing, many generations yet abtoek at
our beauti ful new window,
Look deeper at the activity of God which we cannod seel
learn to recognise the Holy Spirit's unseen presence and gu
in our own live$ trusting that despite the suffering in this wo

I
Godds plan for our salvati|dn

our Lord.
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NINETY YEARS AGO IN ST JAMES

An excerpt of the Parish Magazine from March 1935
The Bishop of Ossory in his little book "On Keeping Lent," writes
“The purpose of Lent is threefold:

1)

2)

3)

It is the preparation for Easter Mathe great day on which we
call to remembrance how our Saviour Jesus Christ rose from t
grave, triumphant over death and sin. The latter portion of Len
which is Holy Week, calls our special attention to the agon
sufferings, death upon the cross, and the burial, which were t
prelude of the Resurrection. This is the most solemn portion
Lent; the climax of all the rest. What a contrast to the joy ¢
Easter is the gloom and sadness of Holy Week! With wh
gladness will we keep the Easter Festival if we have observed L
and especially Holy Week faithfully!

Lent calls to our minds the forty days which our Master Chric
spent in the wilderness, in loneliness, in fasting, in meditation a
prayer. During the forty days He suffered Himself to be tempte
by the Deuvil, thus impressing upon our minds the great fact th
He 'was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin, (Heb.
15), and that therefore 'He is able to succour them that a
tempted' (Hebrews 2: 18).

Lent, as it comes round year by year, calls Christian people to cc
apart for a little while from the care and bustle and preoccupati
of everyday life as Christ betook Himself to the loneliness of the
wilderness, and as He sometimes called His disciples to come a
into a desert place, and to rest awhile withatithto spend daily

a little more than usual in considering their ways, repenting of th
sins, reading and thinking of the things of God, and thus gainir
refreshment and strength for meeting the difficulties, temptation
and sorrows of their lives; by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

How then are we to observe this solemn season? Here are sc

suggestions: Study the Gospel of St. Mark. Come as often as |
can to commune with your Lord and Master in his Communiol
Service, and especially on Ash Wednesday. Come to the serv
in Holy Week. Give more time to prayer. Come on Easter Mor
to rejoice’"in the Masteros tr
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MARTIANS Y |

MECCY
PLAY

Get ready for a fun-filled sensory
adventure! Our Messy Play Classes are
perfect for kids aged 2-7 years to explore,
create, and get delightfully messy in a
safe and engaging environment.

Activities

@ Different theme every
week

@ Messy Play activities

@ Llively themed songs

Every Saturday

Q 10:00 am All Inclusive i
Q 11:45 am SEN Class

£8.5 p/class

L
St Peter's
Parish Church

The Lansdowne Q

ANTRIM 'ROAD.

BOOK NOW

0 +44 7939 459030
@ www.messymartians.co.uk

@ St. Peter's Church, Antrim road, BTI5 4EB
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and Rosemary Hooton Hinclls (1928-2021)
in p.eacef;’gccordjngé.t@ thyword. ‘







