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dates for the 

following 
meetings: 

 

Senior Officers 
Friday 

7th June 
at 11.30am 

in St James’ 

 
Select Vestry 

Monday 
17th June 
at 7.30pm 

in St Peter’s 
church. 
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SERVICES IN JUNE 
 

On Sunday 2nd June, which is the First Sunday after Trinity, 
there will be three services: 10am Family Service, then 11am Choral 
Eucharist, and then 6pm Choral Evensong. 
On Sunday 9th June, which is St Columba’s Day, there will be 
10am Holy Communion in traditional language, followed by 11am 
Choral Matins. 
On Sunday 16th June, which is the Third Sunday after Trinity, 
there will be only one service: 11am Confirmation, at which Bishop 
George will preside and preach. 
On Sunday 23rd June, which is Petertide Sunday, there will be 
three services: 10am Holy Communion, then 11am Festal Matins, 
and then 6pm Festal Evensong. 
On Sunday 30th June, which is the Fifth Sunday after Trinity, 
there will be 10am Morning Prayer in traditional language, followed 
by 11am Service of the Word. 
Our mid-week services will be on Wednesdays at 10.30am as 
usual.  On Wednesday 26th May, we will celebrate St Peter’s Day 
at 10.30am, transferred from the following Saturday. 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
 

I have never liked raising the issue of money.  There’s something 
very materialistic and worldly about it, which sits at odds in my 
mind with the spiritual purposes of the Christian Church.  And 
yet – as we read in the Gospels -  even Jesus needed the services 
of an Honorary Treasurer during his earthly mission.  That it was 
Judas Iscariot makes it barely more palatable! 



 
 

We are very fortunate to have a wonderful Honorary Treasurer, 
Ashlee McCune, and if you read her report in the Annual 
Accounts for 2023, you will see that we had a shortfall of just 
over £7,000.  We can account for most of that amount from 
emergency work carried out at St James’ last year, but 
nevertheless we do have an ongoing trend of our expenditure 
exceeding our income.  As an active parish, our average yearly 
expenditure over the last five year period is £133,466, and the 
costs of ministry and maintenance will inevitably only ever go 
upwards.  As our beautiful building ages, we will need to replace 
seating, heating, and lighting, and ensure that our stonework is 
kept in good condition. 
On behalf of the Select Vestry, could I therefore ask you to do 
two things in order to ensure the future viability of St Peter’s.   
The first is to review how much you give on a regular basis, 
whether by Standing Order or using FWO envelopes.  If you 
could increase that regular giving even by a few pounds, then 
that will be an immense help. 
Secondly, would you please make an additional donation to 
parish funds through our Summer Appeal special collection.   
Envelopes are included with the hard copies of these Parish 
Notes, which should be returned to St Peter’s and placed in the 
collection box.  If you would prefer to write a cheque, please 
make it payable to “St Peter & St James, Belfast”, noting Special 
Collection on the back, and bringing or posting it to the church.   
For those who prefer online donations, you can either scan the 
QR code below, or use the corresponding web address. 
Thank you so much for giving joyfully and generously to 
support the ongoing mission of the Church in our parish. 
 
pay.sumup.com/b2c/Q8BKC8UJ 
(This QR code and link can only be used 
for the Summer Appeal.) 
 
 



 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE 
 

The Bishop will be with us at 11am on 
Sunday 16th June for our first Confirmation 
Service in six years.  From our parish, those 
to be confirmed include six teenagers and 
two adults.  There may be one or two from 
St Paul’s as well.  It is not often that the 
Bishop is in St Peter’s, so it is particularly 
important that we are present to hear what he 
has to say, and to join in the celebration of 
those being confirmed. 
Please note that there will not be a 10am service on Sunday 
16th June. 
 

TEACHING SERIES 
 

Our Discipleship Group meets on Thursday 6th June at 7.30pm 
in the Minor Hall, when we will be learning about God the Holy 
Spirit. 
Our Bible Fellowship meets on Thursdays 13th and 27th June, 
with the latter date being our end-of-term party before the 
summer break.  We begin at 7.30pm in the Minor Hall and you 
will be very welcome to join us as we continue to study St Paul’s 
Letter to the Ephesians.  We conclude at 9pm. 
Our monthly Mid-Week Bible Study meets on 11.30am on 
Wednesday 26th June, finishing at around 12.30pm. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

Thank you to those who took part in this year’s Christian Aid 
fundraising walk.  Led by Jill Bradley, the walkers this year 
included Dora Hanna, Thelma Cross, Judith Cowan, Jim Wilson, 
Margaret McKenna Black, and Annette Beattie.  They walked 
each morning from Monday 13th until Thursday 16th May, 
covering twenty miles.  At the time of writing, the amount raised 



 

is £950.  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to raise over 
£1000?  It is not too late to 
donate, and if you would 
like to do so, please use 
one of the Christian Aid 
envelopes that are available 
in St Peter's, or write a 
cheque to "St Peter & 
St James, Belfast" noting 
"Christian Aid" on the 
back of it and bringing/

posting it to church, or make an online donation by scanning the 
QR code or going to the web address below.  You can make an 
online donation using PayPal, Google Pay, or Credit/Debit card.  
Thank you! 
 
pay.sumup.com/b2c/QCXAM8B6 
(This QR code and link can only be used 
for the Christian Aid Appeal.) 
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALS THE 
TRUTH ABOUT GOD 
 

Let me ask you this:  If you were looking for love, and you had 
to write about yourself in a personal ad, what would you say 
about yourself?  What would you say in order to present yourself 
in the best possible light?  Would you be bluntly honest, or 
would you say only positive things about yourself?  Would you 
perhaps even exaggerate a little?  Then ponder whether someone, 
having read what you have said about yourself, would agree with 
your assessment of yourself once they had met you?  Or would 
they discover quite quickly you’re not as attractive as you think, 
and your “good sense of humour”, isn’t really that good at all? 
To use the language of domestic abuse, there are many women 



 

who discover that – after a whirlwind romance with someone they 
believe to be a charming, considerate gentleman – once they are 
married or living together, reveals himself to be a perpetrator – a 
narcissistic, controlling, abusive, and perhaps even violent person.  
I suppose the point I’m making in this regard is that sometimes 
people can initially present themselves one way, but when you 
really get to know them, when you have spent time with them, 
you can see the truth of who they are. 
Now, this is quite an unusual way for me to get around to talking 
about the Holy Spirit.  But bear with me for a moment and I’ll 
explain. 
If you read the Bible, you might come to some interesting 
conclusions about how to treat other people.  One example that 
springs to mind is this little verse from Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Corinthians 6:17: “Come out from among them, and be separate, 
says the Lord.  Do not touch what is unclean.”  Verses of the 
Bible like that are what underpin most of the splits within the 
Christian Church over the last two thousand years.  When 
Christians disagree over the finer points of theology, or about 
how to worship, then inevitably both sides of the disagreement 
see the other side as having a lesser faith, a wrong belief – perhaps 
even to the point that each would see the other as “unchristian”.  
Therefore, the best thing to do, they might think, in accordance 
with the Scriptures, is “Come out from among them and be 
separate.”  As a result, the Christian Church splits into the ‘right’ 
and the ‘wrong’, and God must be happy with their decision. 
Sometimes we can even believe things about God that are difficult 
to justify from the Bible, or at least from the New Testament.  
Perhaps related to the concept of “being separate from those who 
are unclean”, there is within many congregations the notion that if 
someone offends you, then the best response to is treat them with 
contempt, and bad mouth them to everyone who will listen.  That 
is, unfortunately, a standard human response.  And it is made 
much worse when we believe that we are justified in doing so, 
because God is on our side, not theirs.  They are not real 



 

Christians, we are.  God loves us, not them.  We are allowed to be 
hateful and angry and bitter because even God himself must be 
righteously angry. 
Now, let me bring us back to what I was saying a moment ago 
about perception versus reality.  If you think, whether based on 
Scripture or on your own imagination, that God is angry and 
judgemental, or that he favours certain people over others, or that 
he allows (perhaps even commands) us to be “holier than thou” 
with the people who fall short of the standards that we think God 
has … then the chances are that we will behave accordingly.  We 
will consider it permissible to be angry, permissible to be self-
righteous, permissible to be holier than thou, permissible to keep 
people out – because … sure, isn’t that what God is like? 
But imagine, then, one day – having believed that God is a cold, 
distant, and judgemental being, that you then meet him in person 
and you get to see face to face what he is really like.  You spend 
time with him, listening to him, observing him and you come to 
the conclusion, that despite your preconceived notions, and 
despite what you (think you) have read about God, that actually, 
he is really, truly, lovely.  Think about someone that you have met 
who is wise and gentle, patient and humble, kind and concerned, 
and multiply that by infinity. 
Imagine sitting with God, listening to him, and realising that he 
hates nobody, and he doesn’t want us to hate anybody.  And even 
though he’s concerned that we think badly of other people, he’s 
patient with us as we try to justify our grudges, and then he gives 
you a big tight hug and says “let it go”.  Let it go and think 
something nice about those people you claim not to like, maybe 
even do something nice for them.  Instead of avoiding them, treat 
them like they are your favourite people in the whole world.  Do 
that, and see what happens. 
That quiet, unassuming voice in our hearts, that tells us to love 
those who hurt us, that tells us to help those in need – that is the 
Holy Spirit revealing God’s true self to us.  And you can know 
your Bible inside out and upside down, but until we hear the Holy 



 

Spirit - gentle, kind, patient, and joyful – we don’t really know 
God.  So my prayer for you is, that in a world which tries to drown 
out the voice of God, you would have ears to hear, and hearts 
open to receive him. 
 

LUCY, THE CHURCH DOG 
 

During my time at St Peter’s, there have been six rectory pets – 
two dogs and four cats.  Most of them will be unknown to 
parishioners, but Lucy, the black Labrador, encountered many of 
you when she accompanied me on those occasions when I was 
running errands to the church or halls.  She had the annoying habit 
of scratching at knees for attention, but she had a gentle soul, and 
was always eager to make new friends with whoever was around – 
especially if they had food! 
Heartbreakingly for my family, Lucy died at home at about 5am on 
Sunday 19th May after becoming unwell on Saturday evening, aged 
ten years and eight months.  With hindsight, maybe there were 
clues of her deteriorating health in recent weeks, but they were 
neither consistent nor obvious.  She was with me at the church just 
a few days beforehand to visit Anne in the office and to greet the 
Christian Aid fundraising walkers (see photo), and again on early 

Saturday evening 
when I called down 
to cut the grass.  
She was a little 
slower than usual 
as she followed me 
about, but I 
chalked that up to 

the warm weather.  By bedtime, she was deteriorating rapidly, and 
– having seen the signs of the final hours of previous pets – I 
made the decision to give her as much comfort and affection as I 
could, whilst forlornly hoping of course that maybe in the morning 
she might turn a corner. 



 

As I lay beside her through the small hours, observing her fade 
away, one particular moment stood out:  She stared up at 
something (which I could not see) on the ceiling and wagged her 
tail for a few seconds.  It was the last time she ever would, and 
within half an hour the end had come.  I’ve heard stories of 
people who have seen strange things in their final moments of life 
– including family members who have died long before them.  
Whether what Lucy saw was real or hallucinated, I wonder what it 
was that brought her that little moment of joy.  Whatever it was, 
I’m glad she experienced it. 
I adopted Lucy as a puppy when I had been at St Peter’s for only 
a few months, so our parish is the only one she has ever known.  
Please forgive and indulge me for putting her on the front cover 
of this month’s magazine.  It shows her doing her favourite thing: 
being my little sidekick, running around, picking up the scent of 
the other dogs who had walked through the church grounds.  
Thank you to all of you who made Lucy feel a valued member of 
our Church community over these last ten years. 



SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SERVICES 
IN JUNE 

OFFICIANT LECTOR PREACHER INTERCESSOR 

Sunday 2nd June—The First Sunday after Trinity (Green) 

10am 
Family Service 

11am 
Choral Eucharist 

6pm 
Choral Evensong 

 
Rector 

 
Rector 

 
David Cromie 

 
- 
 

Anne Stewart 
 

Nigel Macauley 

 
Rector 

 
Rector 

 
- 

 
Rector 

 
Sandra Hutchman 

 
David Cromie 

Wednesday 5th June (Green) 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 
Rector 

 
- 

 
Rector 

 
Rosemary Johnston 

Sunday 9th June—Saint Columba (White) 

10am 
Holy Communion 

(1662) 
11am 

Choral Matins 

 
Rector 

 
 

Dora Hanna 

 
David Cromie 

 
 

Dora Hanna 

 
- 
 
 

Rector 

 
David Cromie* 

 
 

David Cromie 

Wednesday 12th June (Green) 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 
Rector 

 
- 

 
Rector 

 
Daphne McClements 

Sunday 16th June—The Third Sunday after Trinity (Green) 

11am 
Confirmation 

 
Bishop 

 
David Cromie 

 
Bishop 

 
Dora Hanna* 

Wednesday 19th June (Green) 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 
Rector 

 
- 

 
Rector 

 
Jill Bradley 

Sunday 23rd June—Petertide Sunday (Red) 

10am 
Holy Communion 

11am 
Festal Matins 

6pm 
Festal Evensong 

 
Rector 

 
Rector 

 
David Cromie 

 
Dora Hanna 

 
David Cromie 

 
Daphne McClements 

 
- 
 

Rector 
 
- 

 
Dora Hanna* 

 
Dora Hanna* 

 
David Cromie 

Wednesday 26th June—Saint Peter (Red) 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 
Rector 

 
- 

 
- 

 
Robert Long 

Sunday 30th June—The Fifth Sunday after Trinity (Green) 

10am 
Morning Prayer 

(1662) 
11am 

Service of the 
Word 

 
Rector 

 
 

Rector 

 
Nigel Macauley 

 
 

Dora Hanna 

 
- 
 
 

Rector 

 
Rector* 

 
 

Rector 



Altar Guild Rota for June 

Date Time Set-up 
Wine 
Cruet 

Wine 
Chalice 

Colour Location 

Sunday 
2nd June 

11am 
Dora 

Hanna 
David 

Cromie 
Dora 

Hanna 
Green Chancel 

Wednesday 
5th June 

10.30am 
Rosemary 
Johnston 

Rosemary 
Johnston 

Robert 
Long 

Green Resurrection 

Sunday 
9th June 

10am 
David 

Cromie 
David 

Cromie 
Rector White St James 

Wednesday 
12th June 

10.30am 
Jim 

Wilson 
Robert 
Long 

Rosemary 
Johnston 

Green Resurrection 

Sunday 
16th June 

11am Rector 
Robert 
Long 

Rector Green Chancel 

Wednesday 
19th June 

10.30am 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Robert 
Long 

Green Resurrection 

Sunday 
23rd June 

10am 
Dora 

Hanna 
Dora 

Hanna 
Rector Red Chancel 

Wednesday 
26th June 

10.30am 
Robert 
Long 

Dora 
Hanna 

Robert 
Long 

Red Chancel 

North Belfast Historical Society 
The final night of the NBHS was a huge success with a 
lot of guests.  The Rector gave a history of the Church of 
Ireland in north Belfast illustrated with wonderful 
photographs and paintings.  He certainly put a lot of 
effort into his presentation which was much appreciated. 
The Society resumes in September and notice of dates, topics and 
speakers will be given in the Parish Notes. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to those with birthdays in June: 
Julie Douglas, Hannah Delaney, 

Eddie McCamley and Laura Lacey. 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

If you would like to add your name to our birthday board, you’ll find it on 
the notice board at the back of the church, alternatively, you can ask 

Anne, our Parish Administrator, to add it for you.  No years mentioned! 



Pause for Thought and Prayer 
by Rosemary Johnston 

 

Some memories of growing up in St Peter’s 
My earliest memory of going to St Peter’s was at about four years of age 
attending the Kindergarten which was held in the minor hall upstairs 
where we sat on little round chairs and were taught to pray, sing songs 
and listen to Bible stories.  The songs were accompanied by a teacher 
playing a tiny, wheezy organ named ‘Louisiana’.  It still exists and you 
can see it against the wall next to the baptistry.  I think we moved to the 
‘big’ Sunday School at eight years old, which was held in the main hall.  
We went to church for the first part of the service and then to Sunday 
School in the hall for scripture lessons, including the Catechism—I 
couldn’t recite it today!  We also had the excitement of a Sunday School 
outing (my first)—all the way to Ballywalter where we had a great time.  
When we were older—about twelve—we went to Bible Class and then 
Confirmation Class.  The last few classes were held in the old Victorian 
rectory, 697 Antrim Road, where our rector, Dr Breene, prepared us for 
confirmation, which was a big occasion, there being so many 
confirmants, both boys and girls, all going forward in pairs to kneel 
before the bishop.  The next move was to join the Youth Guild, which 
was led by two wonderful people—Heather Swan (née Beamish) and 
Peter Cavan.  They organised all sorts of events including moonlight 
hikes, maybe ending up at Sadie Lee’s café in Glengormley.  We also ran 
jumble sales which were a lot of work but great fun with many laughs.  
We also went to the theatre and saw some great, and hilarious, Victorian 
melodramas.  One weekend we went to stay in Strangford, with Louisiana 
strapped in the back seat of (I think) Brian Wicklow’s car, along with a 
record player and records including Ella Fitzgerald and Tom Lehrer.  We 
attended the local C of I church.  There was a Youth Guild Choir, 
conducted by one of our members, Douglas Lee, and we sang at the 
monthly 8 o’clock Holy Communion service in St Peter’s as well as in the 
Chapel of the Resurrection on Sunday afternoons in the summer, after 
which we had tea in the rectory.  We sang at the 7am service on 
Ascension Day, followed by breakfast in the hall.  Christmas morning 
was special and was made more so as the mellow music of the Salvation 
Army Band could be heard nearby as we walked up Lansdowne Road 
before the 8 o’clock service.  We went carol singing in the weeks before 
Christmas, which was well received by those we called with.  Supper was 
usually provided by Mrs Lee, Douglas’ mother.  I was greatly honoured 



when the choir sang at our wedding in May 1961.  There were also great 
evenings in the church hall, from beetle drives to barn dances, plays/
comedies, some put on by Sydney and Stanley Roberts.  And who can 
forget the wonderful musical evenings, many brilliantly accompanied on 
the piano by Canon Harris?  One of our renderings was the Highway 
Code, sung to a psalm chant (possibly no 111).  Another memorable 
evening was when three of us sang ‘Three little maids from school’ from 
‘The Mikado’.  Then there was the fashion show where we traipsed ever 
so elegantly down the ‘catwalk’—several wooden trestle tables end to 
end.  There were many parish suppers throughout the year, and oh! what 
spreads we were treated to. 
These are just some memories of happy, innocent days—no drugs, no 
smartphones and no pressure from social media.  Today we are blessed 
with a new generation of wonderful people in our congregation and we 
give God thanks for you all. 

 

Heavenly Father, we, who were fortunate to grow up in a world devoid of many 
of today’s darker influences, pray for the protection and guidance of young 

people who are bombarded by social media and the scourge of drugs. 
We pray for all those working to help them, including their families, and also for 
those working to stop the supply of drugs and to curb the most worrying aspects 

of social media.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



A trip to New Zealand 
by Jill Bradley 

 

Recently I had a very pleasant trip to New Zealand visiting my friends 
Stella and Don Cullington who retired there some years ago.  When living 
in Northern Ireland they attended Saint Peter's and Stella was a member 
of our choir. 
 

The first thing I noticed was the high proportion of Maori people in the 
general population - which of course is not surprising.  Contrary to what I 
believed they are not not indigenous to New Zealand but travelled there 
from the Polynesian Islands mid-13th Century well before the 'white' man 
who arrived in 17th century.  In modern day New Zealand, all public and 
official notices must be written in both Maori and English with the Maori 
first. 
 

On my first Sunday we went to Dunedin Cathedral of Saint Paul where 
my friends belong.  On that Sunday Don was playing the organ.  The 
choir, who wear the same 'uniform' as ourselves in Saint Peter's, were few 
in number but very good. 
 

I thought the suspended cross was very beautiful.  The organ was 
unusually situated, well above floor level and requiring a flight of stairs to 
gain access.  This stained glass 
window was presented to the 
cathedral by my friends and 

features Kiri Te Kanawa as Saint Cecilia, 
patron of music, and the two little angels 
have the faces of Stella and Don's 
grandchildren.  It also depicts many 



scenes and animals typical of 
the area.  Kiri Te Kanawa was 
present at the dedication. 
 

The Otago peninsula, which is 
where Dunedin is situated, is 
one of the few places where 
the endangered yellow-eyed 
penguins - known as the hoi 
hoi to the Maoris - breed.  
Unfortunately I wasn't there 
during the breeding season but 
we visited the centre dedicated 
to them and learned a lot about 
them.  In the same area there is 
an albatross centre and we 
think we saw a few of them in 
flight. 
 

Another visit was to see the 
Memorial to Captain Scott of 
the Antarctic who perished 
with his four companions on 
the return journey after 
reaching the South Pole. 

 
 

I was treated 'royally' by my friends and 
certainly saw a lot of the area during my 
stay.  For example, we spent a week on 
the other side of the island in Arrowtown 
near the Southern Alps where they used 
to go skiing.  To get there we drove right 
across the Otago valley seeing lots of 
different scenery.  Vines are grown and 
wine produced, plus all sorts of fruit and 
vegetables.  It is obviously very fertile 
ground with a favourable climate. 
 

My impression of New Zealanders is that 
they are very welcoming and friendly.  
People say hello very readily - just like 
here - and very often start a conversation.  
You soon feel ‘at home'.  My friends, 
Stella and Don are now very much a part 
of this society. 

 



 

If your business would like to advertise in our Parish Notes 

please contact the Parish Administrator, Anne Cromie. 

Contact details on back cover. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Another outing was to see the steepest street in the world!! 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed my visit and 
would go back in the 'blink of an eye' if 
it weren't for the long, long journey! 
 

I was very fortunate to have been in a 
position to make such a memorable trip 
and I thank God for the safe journey 
and wonderful experience. 

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS 
 For speed of communication and to keep our records up to date, please 
send your email address to the Parish Office at: 

annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 
Also, please don’t forget to let us know if you move house, change any of your 
telephone numbers, or your email addresses.  Thank you. 



June Flower List 

2nd Joan Lawther and family in memory of Bobby 

Thank you to all who give of their time and effort in beautifing the church 
with flowers.  If practical, flowers should be in keeping with the liturgical 
colour of the season, particularly during Advent and Lent. 

Fortwilliam 
Greengrocers 

 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Fruit baskets & Bouquets 

Fresh Flowers & Plants 
 

575 Antrim Road 
Belfast BT15 3BU 

Tel 028 9077 1013 

 
 

Prayer 
 

If you would like your name added 
to our prayer list, please get in 
touch with Rosemary Johnston, 

tel 028 90 840 534, or go to 
www.stpeterbelfast.org/prayer 

and fill out the form. 

Please send material for the July/
August issue of Parish Notes to: 

Anne Cromie, 
Parish Administrator, 

St Peter’s Church, 
Fortwilliam Drive, 
Belfast BT15 4EB 

or email: 
annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 

by Monday 24th June. 
Thank you. 

If you would like to support the worship, mission, and 
ministries of St Peter’s, please deposit your FWO 
envelope or loose money in the box at the back of the 
church.  If you prefer to donate by Apple Pay, Google 
Pay, PayPal or by credit/debit card, please scan this 
QR code on your phone.  Thank you. 

PARISH REGISTER 

Christian Burial 
“At rest in the Lord.” 

Rose MacRae 

Cremation at Ballyearl 

on 25th April 2024 

mailto:stpetersandstjames@ntlworld.com


PARISH
  

CONTACTS
 

Produced by the Parish Office of St Peter and St James, Belfast 
www.stpeterbelfast.org 

www.facebook.com/stpeterbelfast   www.youtube.com@stpeterbelfast 
HMRC Charity Recognition No: XN45475         Charity Registration No: NIC101020 
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