THE PARISH OF ST PETER AND ST JAMES
BELFAST

PARISH NOTES

DECEMBER 2023/JANUARY 2024

Rector: The Rev’d Brian Lacey

St Peter’s Rectory.
17 Waterloo Park South
Belfast BT15 5HX
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Parish Notes On-line Please note

) these dates for
The Parish Notes can be read the following

in full colour on our website. meetings:
Visit WWW.stpetefs.cc?nnor.angkcan.org SENIOR
and click “Parish Notes”. OEFICERS

Friday
8th December
11am
in the
Clergy Vestry

SELECT
VESTRY
Monday
15th January

. e 7.30pm
Cavehill Coffee, Mount Lennox, in the

683 Antrim Road, BT15 4EG Minor Hall.

Prayer

If you would like your name
added to our prayer list please

FO l"th l l lam get in touch with

Rosemary Johnston or

Daphne McClements.
GJ" een 9 FOCErS Contact details on back cover.
Fruit & Vegetables .
Fruit baskets & Bouquets Our Church Family
Fresh Flowers & Plants Please let us know about
any happy events or
exciting news within our
parish family.
I e Good news is always
7 &L - f i worth sharing!




LOUISE FRANCES HAIR

Discover the secret to
fabulous hair! /4

Our small bespoke salon
offers unparalleled
cutting and coloring
skills.

Treat yourself to a _
transformation that will”
leave you smiling llke\
never before.

Scan to Book your
appointment today!

Room 2 Mount

F estivalsof
NineMicsSonsBnmi Caro
DhndayMSth Decembe

his beautiful service by
candlelight is one of the
highlights of the
Christmas season.

Please make a special effort
to invite your friends and
family to come along.
All are welcome.

Mulled wine and
shortbread afterwards.




RECTOR’S NOTES

SERVICES IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY

On behalf of the Select Vestry and congregation of
St Peter's, may I wish you and your loved ones a very Merry
Christmas!  Please make every effort to worship in
St Peter’s on either Christmas Eve at 11pm or Christmas
Day at 11am.

On 31 December, the First Sunday of Advent, there will be a
Family Service at 10am at which we will make Christingles,
followed by a service of Advent Carols and Readings at 11am.

That evening, at 6pm, there will be a service of Choral Evensong
for Advent.

On 10t December, the Second Sunday of Advent, there will be
Morning Prayer at 10am, followed by Choral Matins at 11am.

On 17t December, the Third Sunday of Advent, our Nativity
Service will be at 11am. Note that there is no 10am service on
this Sunday, nor on subsequent Sundays until February.

On Monday 18% December, our service of Nine Lessons &
Carols by candlelight will be at 7.30pm.

On 24t December, it is the Fourth Sunday of Advent up until
dusk, when it becomes Christmas Eve. There will be a service
of Choral Matins at 11am, and Midnight Communion at 11pm
later that night.

On Monday 25" December, it is Christmas Day, and there will
be a celebration of Holy Communion at 11am.




On 31st December, the First Sunday of Christmas, there will be
a service of Morning Prayer at 11am. This will be led by Jonny
Watson, who was our Student Reader eatrlier this year. Our guest
organist will be Julian Moller, the son of the late Very Rev’d
Brian Moller.

On 7% January, the Sunday after the Epiphany, better known as
the Baptism of our Lord, there will be a celebration of Holy
Communion at 11am. This will be led by the Rev’d Alan Millar.

On 14 January, the Second Sunday after the Epiphany, there
will be Choral Matins at 11am.

On 21st January, the Third Sunday after the Epiphany, there
will be Choral Eucharist at 11am.

On Sunday 28" January, it is the Presentation of our Lord in the
Temple, better known as Candlemas. There will be a Service of
the Word at 11am.

In addition to those Holy Days already mentioned, St John’s
Day will be celebrated during our midweek service on
Wednesday 27t December.

LAY MINISTRY APPRENTICE

I am delighted to announce the appointment of Robert Long as
our part-time Lay Ministry Apprentice, paid for by the St James’
Endowment Fund. Robert is a member of the parish of
Rathcoole, where he has held various roles in recent years,
including Churchwarden, Honorary Secretary of the Select
Vestry, and Parish Reader. Some of you will already have met
Robert as he has attended our mid-week Holy Communion on a
number of occasions in recent weeks, as well as the monthly
Discipleship Group. He also led Morning Prayer at 10am on
Sunday 19t November, and assisted me afterwards at the 11am
celebration of Choral Eucharist. You will continue to see him in




St Peter’s most Wednesday mornings and also on one Sunday
morning each month, but his primary role will be to provide
pastoral support to parishioners throughout the week, either at
home or in hospital. I will ask him to write a little about himself
for the next issue of the Parish Notes. Please make him feel very
welcome in our community.

DONATIONS IN CHURCH

After a baptism in St Peter’s not long ago, one of the godparents
asked me if we had a card reader in the church on which he could
make a donation. How I laughed! And then I realised he was
serious, and that it is probably a facility that we should offer, given
that fewer people carry cash with them, and even fewer keep their
cheque book in their pocket. Accordingly, we now have a card
reader sitting beside the offering box at the back of St Peter’s! It
is straightforward to use: You simply enter how much you would
like to donate on the display panel, and then tap your card against
it. This is a useful tool for visitors to the church, but for regulars 1
would suggest continuing to use FWO envelopes or standing
orders, as donations through the card reader might not be
included within your total giving for the year. (There is a way
around this by entering your details on the display panel, but that
might prove cumbersome to you if done repeatedly throughout

the year.)

DISCIPLESHIP AND BIBLE STUDY

In our previous sessions of the monthly Discipleship Group, we
have considered what the Bible reveals about salvation and the
afterlife, and we have thought about how to articulate our faith.
This month we will think about “Christian heresies and how to avoid
them!” You will be very welcome to join us. We begin at 7.30pm
on Thursday 7t December in the Minor Hall.




On Thursday 14 December, our Bible Fellowship will meet for
the last time this year, and we will have some festive treats to
enjoy!

On Thursday 21st December, particulatly for the benefit of those
who cannot attend church in person, there will be prayers and
Bible study online using ZOOM, at (the slightly earlier time of)
1pm.

FESTIVITIES

There will be various Christmassy events happening in the coming
weeks which I heartily encourage you to come along to.

On Friday 1st December at 8pm, St Peter’s will host a Christmas
concert by the Cavehill Community Choir. Tickets cost £10,
and will support Friends of the Cancer Centre, Sands, Air
Ambulance, Prison Fellowship NI, and Tear Fund.

At 10am on Sunday 3 December, we will be making
Christingles at our Family Service. If you like oranges and
sweets, then make sure to be there!

On Saturday 16th December, there will be Afternoon Tea in the
Lansdowne Hotel. Tickets cost £5 per adult. There is no charge
tfor children. If you would like to attend, please contact Daphne
at daphnemcclements@stpeterbelfast.org or sign the sheet at the back of
the church.

On Sunday 17% December, our Nativity Service will be at 11am.
This is a simple re-telling of the Nativity Story, with both pre-
recorded and live action involvement of the children. You can see
some of the dressing-up during rehearsals in recent weeks on the
front cover!

On Monday 18% December, Nine Lessons & Carols will be held
at 7.30pm. This is always a popular service for ourselves and
other members of the local community.




There will be a Christmas Party in St Peter’s on Wednesday 20t
December at 11.30am, following our mid-week celebration of Holy
Communion. There will be tea, coffee, and a selection of sweet
and savoury food. This is absolutely free to anyone from the local
community, but numbers are limited. Please let me know if you
would like to attend by emailing brianlacey@stpeterbelfast.org ot
ringing 9077 7053.

CONFESSION IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL

If you reflect seriously upon the Ten Commandments, it won’t take
you long to work out that all of us have broken most of those laws
at some point in our lifetime, and that humanity in general has
certainly broken every single one of them. It has always been this
way: If much of the first half of the Old Testament consists of
laws that the ancient Israelites were instructed to live by, then much
of the second half consists of the prophets condemning them for
being disobedient.

To a certain extent it’s understandable, then, that some people are
put off reading the Old Testament, for fear of being immersed in —
what they might consider to be - doom and gloom, in which we are
repeatedly being reminded of just how awful we are.

But there is a very good reason why our sinfulness is emphasised in
the Bible, and why by extension I need to preach about it, and it
has nothing to do with trying to make you feel bad about yourself.
In fact, quite the opposite.

To explain this, let’s look at the opening words of the traditional
service of the Church of Ireland’s service of Morning Prayer:
“Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places
to acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and
that we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of
almighty God our heavenly Father, but confess them with a
humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart, to the end that we
obtain forgiveness of the same by his infinite goodness and mercy.”




Notice that last line: “T'o the end that we obtain forgiveness ... by
his infinite goodness and mercy.”

So the reason why it’s important to be aware of our sins, is that
this is the first step — not in being condemned for them but rather
in being set free from them.

Of course, that probably seems to be counterintuitive. It’s like
walking into a police station and confessing a crime, and the police
write down your statement, and then they throw it in the bin and
tell you that you’re free to go. That wouldn’t happen in everyday
life, and you wouldn’t expect it to — as we’re programmed to
expect some form of negative consequence whenever we admit
that we’ve broken the law. We expect to be rebuked for it, or
punished for it. And so we feel safer keeping our mouths shut.
Say nothing, and nobody will find out.

But that notion doesn’t work in Christianity, because God knows
your sins. He is aware of them whether or not you tell him about

them. So, the question is: why then do you need to confess? If
God knows, why bother?

Well it’s not about informing God. Rather, it’s about taking
ownership of your mistakes. It’s about putting your hands up and
saying to God, “I know I’'ve done what I shouldn’t have. I know I
haven’t done what I should have. And I’'m sorry. Going forward,
I want to do things differently. 1 want to behave the way you

want.”

God’s response to that, rather than the anger and condemnation
that we would expect, is actually mercy and forgiveness. And
that’s why the message that Jesus proclaimed, and what he has
achieved for us through his death on the Cross, is called the Good
News. It is good, because by admitting our sins, and trusting in
Jesus, our sins are forgiven, and we are set free. Free from the

guilt and consequence of past sins, and free to live as the children
of God.

This is the ultimate form of healing — to be at peace within
yourself, with the people around you, and with God.
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Altar Guild Rota for December and January

Wine .
Chalice Location

Wednesday Margaret Margaret | Rosemary .
6th Dec 10.30am McK Black | McK Black | Johnston Purple | Resurrection

Wednesday Jim Dora Rosemary .
13th Dec 10.30am Wilson Hanna Johnston Purple | Resurrection

Wednesday Kathryn Rosemary Robert )
20th Dec 10.30am Hennessy Johnston Long Purple | Resurrection

CHURCH OF- IRELAN D e ———————

GAZETTE

If you would be interested in receiving the Church of Ireland Gazette
please contact Ashlee McCune or Anne Cromie. There are historical
as well as up-to-date articles, discussions, news, etc, and you will
receive ten gazettes over the year for an annual subscription of £45.




CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
PASTORAL COVER

The Rector will be off for two weeks after Christmas. In the event of a
serious pastoral emergency, please contact the Rev’d Andrew Irwin on
028 9600 5015. If your loved one is taken into hospital, please inform
the appropriate hospital chaplain:

Whiteabbey Hospital:
Rev’d David Lockhart, tel 028 2827 2788

Belfast City Hospital:
Rev’d Rosie Morton, tel 028 9185 3279

Royal Victoria, Mater, and Musgrave Hospitals:
Mrs Sanna Mallon, tel 07719 833034

Antrim Area Hospital:
Rev’d Jonny Campbell-Smith, tel 07808 479649

Ulster Independent Clinic:
Rev’d Canon Kevin Graham, tel 028 9066 9995

NI Hospice:
Rev’d Canon William Taggart, tel 07933 588355

FLOWERS IN CHURCH

Thank you to everyone who presented flowers in 2023

The Flower List for 2024 is now open for bookings and we would
ask that all existing contributors contact the Parish Office to
confirm their usual Sunday for the coming year. As there are
always some Sundays left available we are appealing for others to
come forward and donate flowers, perhaps to mark a particular
occasion or anniversary. It may be a wedding anniversary, the
birth of a child or grandchild, to remember the death of a family
member, or indeed as an act of thanksgiving for some notable
blessing. All such donors will be acknowledged on the church
notice board and in the Parish Notes.

We really appreciate all who contribute flowers and also those who
devote time and energy in arranging them and looking after them
mid-week. If you need any help regarding floral displays please
contact Sandra Davison, our co-ordinator for flowers. Her contact
details are on the back cover.




We are supporting
these charities until

Easter 2024;

riends..

cancer centre




PAUSE FOR THOUGHT AND PRAYER
bg Rosemarwohwstow

“For unto us a Son is born”

Can you imagine the scene in the fields near Bethlehem 2,000 years
ago? The shepherds out in the fields watching over their flocks, just
like every other night, maybe chatting among themselves, or walking
about to keep warm. It is so quiet, perhaps the odd bleat of a restless
sheep, or a sleepy shepherd snoring, or a wild animal not too far
away. It would be a ‘dark sky’ with stars beyond counting. No
danger of light leakage there. (When did you last see the Milky
Way?) Then their ordinary night changes abruptly. “An angel
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified.” Might we not all have been terrified? The angel
brought them, these humble shepherds, the good news about Jesus’
birth in Bethlehem, the town of David. All this amazing news was
followed by a great company of the heavenly host appearing with the
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” It was not to
the rich and those in authority in the temple that God chose to
announce the good news, but to the lowly and the rejected in society.
God’s son brought healing for all nations, no-one is excluded or
found unworthy of healing. All who ask are forgiven; the door is
open to all. It is God’s gift to us all, which we will soon be
celebrating. But for many people Christmas is a sad time. It is a day
to be ‘got through’. Speaking only for myself, my greatest comfort
and support are in church, sharing with the people the joy of the good
news brought to us by a tiny baby. I will try to imagine that scene
when it was first announced that Jesus came to save us.

Heavenly Father,
we give you thanks for your gift beyond price.
May we know and experience
your wondrous love enveloping us,
especially when we are feeling crushed
by the loss of those dear to us. Amen.




PARISH REGISTER
Chuistian Burial
“At rest in the Lord.”
Fhomas Huberk Francio (Bertie) Dubly
Cremation at Ballyeard
on 80th October 2023
Dorothy NMeCanoland
Cremation at Roselarwn
on 16th Dovember 2028

I want to say a very big thank you to all of you

dear people in St Peter’s and St James’ for your

kindness and thoughtfulness to me when I was

O\ out of action—from pastoral care from the

5 @ Rector, to those who have said prayers for me,

SD ( sent good wishes, phoned, sent beautiful gifts,

WJ\) flowers and cards; brought me lovely meals and

treats, and also the great support 1 feel

surrounded with. I also want to thank my friend

Ruth—mnot of this parish, who has ferried me to appointments and does a

lot of shopping for me, a real credit to her church in living out her
Christian beliefs.

I feel overwhelmed and truly humbled. Rosemary Johnston

North Belfast Historical Society

December Meeting

Date: 21st December 2023
Speaker: Noel Beattie

Topic: On my travels

January Meeting (including Christmas Fare)
Date: 18th January 2024

Speaker: Jason Burke
Topic: Clifton House
Meetings take place at 7.30pm in the Minor Hall.
Everyone welcome.
Daphne McClements




RoOTA OF READERS FOR CAROL SERVICES

ADVENT CAROLS & READINGS
SUNDAY 3RD DECEMBER
AT 11Aam
Forde Patterson
Sandra Hutchman

Noel Beattie

Dora Hanna

David Cromie

Margaret McKenna Black

The Rector

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS
MoONDAY 18TH DECEMBER
AT 7.30PM
Ashlee McCune
Nigel Macauley
Yvonne Crozier
Robert Long
Dora Hanna
David Cromie
Robert Thompson
Daphne McClements
The Rector

Nativity Play
Sunday 17th December at




Family News

Congratulations to Frances Gooding on
the birth of her first great grandchild.
Noah David Ronald Myers was born
in Mackay, Queensland, Australia on &
9th October, weighing in at a healthy &
8lbs 60zs. I1sn't he 3 cutie?!

If your business would like to advertise
lease contact the Parish Administrator, Anne Cromie.

Parish Christmas Afternoon Tea
Saturday 16th December at 1.30pm

Lansdowne Hotel

£5/person
Further details from the Churchwardens

(=]

If you would like to support the
worship, mission, and ministries of
the Church, you may contribute
online via Paypal by scanning this

OR code.




FLOWER LIST FOR DECEMBER ¥+

> i Y
17TH THE CHOIR

Thank you to all who give of their time and effort in beautifying the church with
flowers. If practicable, flowers should be in keeping with the liturgical colour
of the season, particularly during Advent and Lent.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

to those with birthdays in December:
Robert Thompson and Noel Beattie.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

If you would like to add your name to our birthday board,

vou’ll find it on the notice board at the back of the church,

alternatively, you can ask Anne, our Parish Administrator,
to add it for you. No years mentioned!

Chority Chwistmas Conceert at St Peter’s
Cone il Community Clor
"‘ Friday 13t Decemper at 8pm
Tickets (including Ught refreshaents) in aid of:

Friends of thhe Cancer Centre, Samds, Alr Ambulonce,
Pruon Fellowship NI and Tear Funol.

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS

For speed of communication and to keep our records up to date, please
send your email address to the Parish Office at:
annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org
Also, please don’t forget to let us know if you move house, change any of your
telephone numbers, or your email addresses. Thank you.

Please send material for the February issue of Parish Notes to:
Anne Cromie, Parish Administrator, St Peter’s Church,
Fortwilliam Drive, Belfast BT15 4EB

or email: annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org
by Monday 22nd January. Thank you.
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Rector:
Honorary Assistant Priest:
Associate Minister:

Parish Administrator:
Organist and Choir Master:
Ministry Apprentice:

Parish Reader:

Parish Reader:

Rector’'s Churchwarden:
People’s Churchwarden:
Co-ordinator for Intercessors:
Co-ordinator for Flowers:

Rector’s Glebewarden:
People’s Glebewarden:

Co-ordinator for Groundskeeping:

Honorary Secretary:
Honorary Treasurer:
FWO & Gift Aid Secretary:

Baby Sensory:
Bereavement Group:
Bible Study:

Bridge:

Brownies:

Crafty Goodness:
Glandore Dog Training Club:
Guides:

Historical Society:
Kids’ Church:
PhysioPilates:

Priory Singers:
Rainbows:

Speech & Drama:
Unislim:

Walking Group:

The Rev’d Brian Lacey
The Rev’'d Dr Ken Houston
The Rev'd Andrew Irwin

Anne Cromie
Robert Thompson
Robert Long

David Cromie

Dora Hanna

Daphne McClements
Margaret McKenna-Black
Rosemary Johnston
Sandra Davison

Victor Davis
Michael Moore
Noel Beattie

Yvonne Crozier
Ashlee McCune
Noel Beattie

Heather Trojan

Dora Hanna

The Rev’d Brian Lacey
Florrie Greer

Lee Kennedy
Daphne McClements
Ann Purse

Lee Kennedy
Timothy Wilson
Cheryl Hurson
Sandra Hutchman
Philip Bolton

Lee Kennedy

Claire McGrogan
Karen Flannery

Jill Bradley

90 777 053
90 771 830
9600 5015

90 776 706
07590 851564
07535 775360

90 775 669
95733 374
07730 127350
07732 651569
90 840 534
07738 403667

90 771 197
9050 8177
90 778 428

07525 134947
07801 556386
90 778 428

07590 928384
95733 374
90 777 053
90 776 812
07871 875985
07730 127350
07979 326041
07871 875985
07928 850108
07725 644118
95 149 564
07821 906920
07871 875985
07793 045071
07773 758524
90 842 998

brianlacey@stpeterbelfast.org

andrewirwin@stpeterbelfast.org

annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org
robertthompson@stpeterbelfast.org
robertlong@stpeterbelfast.org

davidcromie@stpeterbelfast.org
dorahanna@stpeterbelfast.org
daphnemcclements@stpeterbelfast.org
margaretmckblack@stpeterbelfast.org

sandradavison@stpeterbelfast.org

victordavis@stpeterbelfast.org
michaelmoore@stpeterbelfast.org
noelbeattie@stpeterbelfast.org

yvonnecrozier@stpeterbelfast.org
ashleemccune@stpeterbelfast.org
noelbeattie@stpeterbelfast.org

belfastnw@babysensory.co.uk
dorahanna@stpeterbelfast.org
brianlacey@stpeterbelfast.org
florriegreer@gmail.com
lee_kennedy@btinternet.com
daffersmcclements@btinternet.com
Ann.purse@sky.com
lee_kennedy@btinternet.com
williamtim@hotmail.com
cherylbleakley@hotmail.com
sehutchman@hotmail.com
bolton390@btinternet.com
lee_kennedy@btinternet.com
clairekieran99@yahoo.co.uk
Flannery-Karen@hotmail.com
jill.bradley1@btinternet.com
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