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GOD . LOVING . PEOPLE 

The Rector with 
Nigel Macauley 

following his baptism. 



Parish Notes On-line 
 

The Parish Notes can be read 
in full colour on our website. 

Visit www.stpeters.connor.anglican.org 
and click “Parish Notes”. 

Fortwilliam 
Greengrocers 

 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Fruit baskets & Bouquets 

Fresh Flowers & Plants 
 

575 Antrim Road 
Belfast BT15 3BU 

Tel 028 9077 1013 

 

Cavehill Coffee, Mount Lennox, 
683 Antrim Road, BT15 4EG 

 

Please note 
these dates for 
the following 

meetings: 
 

SENIOR 
OFFICERS 

Friday 
6th October 

11am 
in St James’ 

Church. 
 

SELECT 
VESTRY 
Monday 

16th October 
7.30pm 
in the 

Minor Hall. 

 

Our Church Family  
 

Please let us know about 
any happy events or    

exciting news within our 
parish family. 

Good news is always 
worth sharing! 

Prayer 
If you would like your name 

added to our prayer list please 
get in touch with 

Rosemary Johnston or 
Daphne McClements. 

Contact details on back cover. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

RECTOR’S NOTES 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SERVICES IN OCTOBER 
 

Please make every effort to worship God in St Peter’s at our 
Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 1st October!  If you would 
like to help decorate the church with flowers, or to donate fruit 
and vegetables for display, then come along around 10am on 
Saturday 30th September. 
In addition to Harvest Thanksgiving, there are three Holy Days 
this month: Saint Philip the Deacon (Wednesday 11th October), 
Saint Luke (Wednesday 18th October), and All Saints (Sunday 
29th October). 
For our Harvest Thanksgiving on 1st October, please bring 
along food or hygiene products for the Welcome Organisation 
to any of our services.  There will be a Family Service at 10am, 
Choral Eucharist at 11am, and Choral Evensong at 6pm. 
On 8th October, there will be Holy Communion in traditional 
language at 10am, followed by Choral Matins at 11am. 
On 15th October, there will be Morning Prayer at 10am, 
followed by Choral Eucharist at 11am. 
On 22nd October, there will be Holy Communion at 10am, 
followed by Choral Matins at 11am. 
On 29th October, which is All Saints’ Day, there will be 
Morning Prayer in traditional language at 10am, followed by a 
Service of Wholeness and Healing at 11am.  During this latter 
service, the names of parishioners whose funerals were held in 
the last two years will be read aloud. 



 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 
 

There will be bouncy castles, homemade pizza, and ice cream in 
the halls on Saturday 30th September.  This party is aimed at 
primary school children, but pre-school children are certainly 
welcome if under constant supervision.  Doors open at 1pm, and 
close at 4pm. 
 

FAMILY SERVICES 
 

From Sunday 1st October, our Family Services will resume on the 
first Sunday of each month at 10am.  These services last for just 
under 30 minutes, using a simplified form of Anglican worship, 
and include a straightforward message pitched at primary school 
level.  I would like the children and their parents to be involved in 
all aspects of this service, therefore we need to develop a rota for 
lectors, intercessors, and Junior Churchwardens.  It is vital that we 
encourage children to learn to get involved in worship, so please 
do work with me as we develop this. 
If you are able to play a musical instrument, and would like to 
volunteer to accompany one or two simple hymns during the 
Family Service, please let me know as soon as possible.  Your help 
would be greatly appreciated. 
It might seem a bit early, but this is the time of year for us to start 
preparing for our Nativity Service.  Given that Christmas Eve is 
a Sunday this year, it might be beneficial for us to hold the 
Nativity Service a week earlier on Sunday 17th December.  I’ll 
contact parents about this directly, but let me know now if you 
would like to help with this, please. 
 

KIDS’ CHURCH 
 

I’m delighted that Cheryl Hurson has volunteered to lead Kids’ 
Church again this year.  This will start on Sunday 8th October.  We 
would like the children to stay in the church for the first five 
minutes before heading down to the halls, and remaining there 



 
 

until approximately 10.40am.  Please contact Cheryl if you have 
any questions about this. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP AND BIBLE STUDY 
 

I encourage all of you, in the strongest possible terms, to come 
along to at least one of the following groups during October.  It 
is very important for our spiritual health as individuals and as a 
community, that we learn the core truths of Christianity. 
Our Discipleship Group will meet at 7.30pm on Thursday 5th 
October, in which we will be learning about “The Afterlife”. 
On Thursday 12th and 26th October, our Bible Fellowship will 
continue studying the Gospel according to St Matthew, again at 
7.30pm. 
On Thursday 19th October, there will be prayers and Bible study 
online using ZOOM, at 2pm. 
On Wednesday 25th October, our monthly mid-week Bible 
Study will meet at 11.30am, in which we will examine the Book 
of the Prophet Micah. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

You are regularly encouraged in the Parish Notes to telephone 
Rosemary Johnston to ask her to add your name to our prayer 
list.  To broaden that appeal, I have added an online prayer 
request form on our parish website, and I heartily encourage you 
to use it.  The web address is: 

www.stpeters.connor.anglican.org/prayer 
In October, we will begin the process of formally offering prayer 
ministry following the 11am service.  We will do this initially on 
the second and fourth Sundays (8th and 22nd October).  I 
appreciate that there is always reluctance or nervousness when we 
trial new ideas, but please don’t hold back if you would like to be 
prayed with.  I will announce the practicalities on those two 
Sunday mornings.  Please remember, though, that you are always 
welcome to request prayer for yourself or a loved one at any time, 



 

and I would be delighted to help in this way.  Our Lord Jesus 
wants to offer you healing in whatever would make your life 
better.  Please ask for it! 
 

FORMER YOUTH WORKERS 
 

Currently the Curate of Carrickfergus, the 
Rev’d Nathan Ervine is due to take up his 
new role as Priest-in-Charge of the parish of 
Monkstown.  As many of you will remember, 
Nathan was our Youth Worker prior to 
moving to Dublin for training for ordination.  
His new position will be an interesting and 

challenging one, as the Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Monkstown is a joint Church of Ireland – Methodist congregation.   
Please remember Nathan, his wife Grace, and their two young 
sons in your prayers.  His Service of Introduction is likely to be 
held in early December. 
Similarly, another former Youth Worker has also recently 
undertaken a new role.  Frank Dillon, who is currently working as 
Community Chaplain in the parish of St Stephen & St Luke on the 
Shankhill Road, was licensed as a Parish Reader on Monday 18th 
September.  It is great that St Peter’s has been able to play even a 
small part in providing both Nathan and Frank with opportunities 
to develop their understanding of ministry. 
 

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION 
 

It is always a privilege for me to baptise new members into the 
Christian Church, and this now includes Nigel Macauley, who was 
baptised on Sunday 17th September (see front cover).  Nigel joined 
our congregation on Petertide Sunday, and – I’m very pleased to 
say – he felt welcomed enough to want to keep coming back! 
As someone who was myself baptised in my early twenties, I can 
testify that the baptism of adults is not a rare occurrence.   
However, in the Church of Ireland, it is much more common for 
babies or young children to be baptised, with their parents 



 

promising to raise them within the Christian community until they 
are old enough to profess their faith themselves.  This later 
profession of faith is called Confirmation, and it is an important 
moment in which a person of any age takes ownership of the faith 
that was entrusted to others at their baptism. 
I have asked Bishop George to consider conducting a Service of 
Confirmation at some stage in the middle of next year – close to 
St Peter’s Day.  If you are an adult who was baptised as an infant, 
but have never been Confirmed, then please let me know.  
Likewise, if you have children – around fourteen years old – who 
would like to be Confirmed, then get in touch.  There will be a 
Confirmation Class in the new year.  Let me know as quickly as 
possible if you are interested. 
 

HARVEST COLLECTION 
 

Envelopes are now available for our special collection for Harvest, 
and I encourage you please to be generous.  In addition to our 
routine running costs, there are a number of expensive repairs and 
improvements required in our church property over the next few 
years, and it is vital that we raise the funds to afford these.  Any 
extra donation that you can make would be greatly appreciated. 
And please don’t forget that if you tend to do your shopping 
online, then Easyfundraising will enable you to contribute to the 
parish whilst you shop!  You simply need to register with them, 
and then select Parish of St Peter and St James, Belfast as the recipient 
of a small percentage of any purchases that you make.  This costs 
you nothing extra! 
 

LEARN TO FORGIVE 
 

Everybody is offended these days.  It’s part of our “woke” culture.   
For the benefit of those of you who have heard people talking 
about “being woke” but are too afraid to ask what it means, let me 
tell you … .  The dictionary definition of a “woke” person is this: 
Someone who is aware of injustice and inequalities in our society, 
and who is trying to address them. 



 

That sounds quite good.  Its origins lie in – for example - the civil 
rights movement in America, seeking to end racism.  In that sort 
of context, you can see the injustice and inequality, such as 
segregated schools for black people and white people, or police 
brutality towards black people, or less investment and 
opportunities in black communities.  Quite rightly, people have 
highlighted such injustices and inequalities, with varying degrees 
of success in terms of how they have been addressed.  And this 
has developed into what is now called “woke culture”.  As a 
society, we are waking up to the fact that things need to change. 
But despite that, people tend to use the word “woke” more like a 
criticism than a compliment.  And one of biggest reasons for this 
is because whereas the intention behind being “woke” was that 
everybody should have the right to live a normal life as they see 
fit, without interference from others, and without being judged ... 
that has been taken to such an extreme, that it has shifted 
meaning to “nobody is allowed to say anything that I disagree 
with.  And if they do, I’m offended.  And if I’m offended, then 
that person must be cancelled.” 
Do you know, in the context of being woke, what it means to be 
cancelled?  It means that if a celebrity on TV says something that 
some people find offensive, then that celebrity will quickly find 
that nobody wants to work with them anymore.  Nobody will hire 
them.  They will be outcast, and treated with contempt.  In the 
olden days you would have described such as person as having 
been “black listed”, but even that expression has fallen out of 
favour in our woke world. 
The problem is that there has been this conflation of real social 
injustice on one hand, and people’s feelings being hurt, on the 
other.  And for some reason, our modern society is going along 
with the idea that they are one and the same.  But they aren’t.  I 
mean, if a policeman in America shoots dead an unarmed black 
man simply because he’s black, that is an offence to our humanity.  
Indeed, the word offensive hardly even does it justice.  And yet 
we freely say “I’m offended” whenever we’re a bit miffed because 
someone expresses an opinion that differs from our own. 



 

What happens then, is that well-meaning people, desiring to be 
more “woke” than anyone else, will try to change our society in 
the vain hope that nobody will be offended.  And so we get all 
these guidelines issued, on how not to use language that might be 
perceived as racist, or sexist, or ageist, or whatever.  The intention 
behind these things is all well and good, but ultimately they don’t 
stop a racist from being racist, they don’t stop someone who is 
sexist from being sexist.  Instead, they simply seek to prevent 
good people from making unintentional errors in the language 
that they use.  It’s a bit like that old saying: the lock on your front 
door is only there to keep honest people out—a burglar will break 
in, regardless. 
Trying to stop people from causing offence, only really works 
with people who don’t want to cause offence in the first place.  So 
rather than trying to prevent good people from being accidentally 
offensive, I think our efforts as a society would be better spent on 
learning how not to be offended. 
But don’t get me wrong, if someone is suffering real injustice, 
then of course something needs to be done about it.  I’m talking 
here specifically about hurt feelings.  “He said something that I 
don’t like, and now I’m not happy.  I’m never going to speak to 
him again.  I’m going to block him on social media, and pretend 
that he doesn’t exist.”  That is the level that our society has sunk 
to.  As the Christian Church, it’s about time we challenged that 
notion. 
Look at Matthew 18:21… “Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if 
another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive?”  I 
should point out that the original Greek does not say “another 
member of the church”, it simply says “brother”.  This is a good 
example of how English translators can radically change the 
meaning of the text.  “Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if my brother 
sins against me, how often should I forgive?” 
In our woke world, the answer would be “Never!”  If your 
brother has hurt you, cancel him.  Erase him from your life.  
Pretend he doesn’t exist.  And then pat yourself on the back for 
having created a world for yourself in which the horrible people, 



 

like your nasty brother, can’t hurt your feelings anymore. 
For many people, whether or not they’ve even heard of the word 
“woke”, such a draconian response to being offended, is 
unfortunately, the normal response.  And I get the reason why.  It 
is entirely natural to want to protect yourself from people who 
have hurt you, and also – perhaps – try to punish them in a fairly 
passive aggressive way by distancing yourself from them.  But that 
is not what Jesus expects from us, his followers. 
“Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often 
should I forgive?  As many as seven times?’  Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”  The original Greek could 
also be translated as “seventy times seven”, but to be honest, the 
actual number is irrelevant.  Jesus is just using a large number in 
order to suggest unlimited forgiveness. 
What he’s really saying is: forgive every time.  Don’t revel in being 
offended.  Don’t cut people out of your life because they’ve let 
you down.  Don’t try to create a world in which nobody can ever 
hurt you again.  Why?  Because there will always be someone who 
offends you.  There will always be someone who lets you down.  
There will always be hurt in our relationships.  And what’s more, 
not only will that hurt be caused by others … sometimes it will be 
caused by you.  And if we all just cancel each other every time we 
have been wronged, then eventually everyone will end up 
cancelling everyone else. 
That fracturing of society, that ending of friendships, that 

breakdown of relationships, that is what the darkness in this world 

desperately wants.  But it is not what God wants.  We see this at 

the very heart of the gospel, in which Christ died on the Cross for 

the forgiveness of our sins.  Forgiveness, and second chances, and 

third chances, and fourth chances, and infinite chances – that’s 

what God offers us through Christ.  And in response, we are 

called to forgive others.  So whatever else Christianity may 

demand from us, forgiveness underpins everything.  And to be a 

Christian therefore is to be someone who is forgiven, and who 

always forgives. 
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Find: 
Find an average-size shoebox.  Decide who to fill 
it for; a child, a teenager, a man or a woman. 
 

Wrap: 
your box and lid separately so that the lid can be 
removed without tearing the paper. 
 

Pack: 
Gather the items, removed any excess 
packaging and pack into the box. 
 

Check: 
On the checklist, tick the items you 
have put in your shoebox and note 
any that are not on the list. 
 

Donate: 
Secure the ticked checklist to the 
outside of the shoe box lid using 
sticky tap.  Detach the donation envelope 
as instructed and place with your donation 
inside the box.  Keep the lid on with a rubber band. 
 

Deliver: 
Bring your shoe box to church or the parish office 
no later than Sunday 29th October.  If you are 
unable to come to church please contact 
David Cromie, tel 9077 5669 or email 
davidcromie@stpeterbelfast.org 
and he’ll arrange a mutually convenient 
time to collect from you. 

SHOE BOX APPEAL 
Bring some joy this Christmas 
Transforming lives through Christian care for body and soul 



Please include the items 
highlighted opposite: 



 

North Belfast Historical Society 
 

Date: 19th October 2023 
Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Minor Hall 
Speaker: David Cromie 
Topic: Austria-Hungary and the Great War: 
  a brief illustrated guide. 
  All are welcome.                                                Daphne McClements 

 Belfast City 
Vineyard 
Church 

(formerly Cavehill 
Methodist) 

Tuesday 3rd October 
12.30pm–4pm & 

5pm–7.30pm 
 

To book an appointment: 
Online: www.nbts.org or Call: 08085 534 653 

BELFAST: A VIEW OF THE CITY 
 

One of our choristers, Derek Gallop, has 
edited a book of photographs which shows 
the sites, life, and culture of Belfast.  It is a 
large, beautifully presented book, which he 
is offering to parishioners for only £5—well 
below what it is worth—and 20% of sales 
go to parish funds.  If you would like to buy 
a copy, please speak to Derek directly, or to Anne Cromie in the parish 
office.  It would make an excellent Christmas gift for anyone who lives 
here, or perhaps for those in far-flung places who remember the city 
fondly.  There is a sample copy on the table in the hall foyer. 



What are you thankful for? 

Flower List for October 
 

1st Harvest Thanksgiving 

8th Daphne McClements in memory of her parents 

22nd Quintin Mulligan in memory of his parents 

 and his wife, Evie 
 

Thank you to all who give of their time and effort in beautifying the church with 
flowers.  If practicable, flowers should be in keeping with the liturgical colour 
of the season, particularly during Advent and Lent. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to those with birthdays in October: 
Samuel Cromie, Margaret Patterson, 

Forde Patterson, Rebecca Armstrong, 
Ryan Delaney, David Cromie. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
 

If you would like to add your name to our birthday board, 
you’ll find it on the notice board at the back of the church, 
alternatively, you can ask Anne, our Parish Administrator, 

to add it for you.  No years mentioned! 



Pause for Thought and Prayer 
by Rosemary Johnston 

 

‘Dispensers of fear and hope.’ 
 

A meeting took place in September between two of the 
world’s most feared leaders.  Kim Jong Un, Leader of 

North Korea, chugged along gently in his armour-
plated train, at approximately 37mph, accompanied by 
top military personnel, space scientists and others who 

could do a deal with Russia, and arrived in style in 
Russia to meet his ‘friend’, Vladimir Putin, Tsar—

sorry, President, of Russia.  He wants to build even bigger rockets, 

acquire spy satellites and nuclear-capable ballistic missile submarines, 
and hopes he can be given the technology to do so.  Meanwhile many 
of his people back home are starving to death.  In exchange Kim Jong 

Un can supply Vladimir Putin with millions of artillery shells and 
rockets based on Soviet designs that could give a huge boost to the 
Russian army in Ukraine—a frightening thought.  Vladimir Putin 

welcomed his ‘friend’ who can help him replenish his depleted 
weapons supply.  He claims his targets are purely military or industrial, 
but, as we know only too well it is so often the people who are hit—

killed, injured and traumatised, with no apparent hint of remorse.  
Putin’s other ‘friend’, Patriarch Kirill also seems to show no sign of 
remorse which, as the leader of Russian Orthodox Church, is worrying.  

“Kim promises Putin North Korea’s full, unconditional support for a 
‘just fight’”.  The thought of these two leaders possibly agreeing 
military co-operation is frightening.  With friends like these … 
 

You probably don’t know the other two men—both born in Belfast—
that I’m writing about.  Patrick lives in west Belfast.  He has always 
been actively involved in his church but does not make a big deal about 

it.  He has had a cancer condition almost all of his life and regularly 
attends hospital to have cancer nodules removed from his head.  But 
this does not stop him from actively living out his Christian faith.  

When he is not out at work he looks out for people in his parish—for 
those who live on their own or who are disabled.  He does shopping 
and other errands for them and takes the elderly to Mass.  There are 



times, just after undergoing yet more surgery, that he will get 
someone’s shopping or take them to Mass as it is so important to him 

to help those in need. 
 
Howard trained as an agronomist (someone who studies the science of 

soil management and crop rotation).  He worked for Concern 
Worldwide and he and his family lived for 18 years in India where, 
among other things, he managed a sugar factory where he developed a 

method of running it on methane from cows!  He was a great innovator 
and travelled to many countries such a Cambodia, Haiti and many 
African countries to improve the people’s lives and to provide help in 

emergencies.  He and a doctor developed a pouch containing the 
necessary nutrients to promote healthy growth in children.  They set up 
a factory so that the local people were employed in providing the 

pouches.  After he retired he still went abroad to help and only claimed 
his expenses—not for him a grand salary.  Sadly, Howard died very 
suddenly a few weeks ago—but what a legacy he leaves. 
 

We each need to chose whether to do good or evil in this world. 
 

 

Heavenly Father: 

you have given us freedom of will. 
We can choose to do good or evil. 
Help us to make the right choice— 

to love you and to love our neighbours 
and to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

in the fight against evil. 
Amen. 

 

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 For speed of communication and to keep our records up to date, please 
send your email address to the Parish Office at: 
 

annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 
 

Also, please don’t forget to let us know if you move house, change any of your 
telephone numbers, or your email addresses.  Thank you. 



PARISH REGISTER 

Christian Burial 
“At rest in the Lord.” 

 

Edith Morrow 

Cremation at Ballyearl 

on 18th September 2023 

Dr Stanley Roberts OBE 

Cremation at Roselawn 

on 21st September 2023 

Holy Baptism 
“Born again of water and the Holy Spirit …” 

Nigel David James Macauley 

on 17th September 2023 

Altar Guild Rota for October 

Date Time Set-up 
Wine 
Cruet 

Wine 
Chalice 

Colour Location 

Sunday 
1st 

11am 
Dora 

Hanna 
Dora 

Hanna 
David 

Cromie 
Green Chancel 

Wednesday 
4th 

10.30am 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Dora 

Hanna 
Green Resurrection 

Sunday 
8th 

10am 
Dora 

Hanna 
Dora 

Hanna 
Rector Green St James 

Wednesday 
11th 

10.30am 
Jim 

Wilson 
Rosemary 
Johnston 

Dora 
Hanna 

Red Resurrection 

Sunday 
15th 

11am 
David 

Cromie 
David 

Cromie 
Dora 

Hanna 
Green Chancel 

Wednesday 
18th 

10.30am 
Kathryn 

Hennessy 
Margaret 

McK Black 
Rosemary 
Johnston 

Red Resurrection 

Sunday 
22nd 

10am 
David 

Cromie 
David 

Cromie 
Rector Green Resurrection 

Wednesday 
25th 

10.30am 
Rosemary 
Johnston 

Rosemary 
Johnston 

Dora 
Hanna 

Green Resurrection 



Please send material for the November issue of Parish Notes to: 
Anne Cromie, Parish Administrator, St Peter’s Church, 

Fortwilliam Drive, Belfast BT15 4EB 
or email: annecromie@stpeterbelfast.org 

by Monday 23rd October.  Thank you. 

A date for your diary. 
Tickets £20 available from the Parish Office 

or from any member of the choir 
or by emailing: thepriorysingers@outlook.com 

See you there! 

mailto:stpetersandstjames@ntlworld.com
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