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RECTOR’S NOTES

AN EARRING FOR A LIFE?

Over the last year, the Select Vestry has been deliberating
purchasing a defibrillator for use in the church and halls.
Many churches and community organisations now have
them, as every second counts when someone has a heart
attack. There are of course practical considerations: where
should it be located so that it is readily available when it is
needed, and yet not easily vandalised or misused? Who
should be responsible for using it, and what training do they
need? Although we need to work out the details, we are all
in general agreement about the necessity of having one. The
cost will be around £1000, and one excellent suggestion has
been to collect any gold that parishioners might have, and
trade it in for cash. Now, I’'m sure most parishioners don’t
have bars of gold lining their living room walls, but very
often there might be gold earrings or gold necklaces, or
indeed many other small items, that are simply existing in a
corner of a jewellery box, that we might consider parting
with. They don’t have to be in perfect condition, and a
single earring is just as worthy of donation as a pair. Such a
collection has been done in other parishes, and it has proven
to be a useful fundraiser for a one-off project. So please
have a look and see if there is anything you would like to
donate, no matter how small. With a defibrillator bought for
our church, your little broken gold earring might help save
someone’s life. Maybe even your own. Please bring any gold
to a church service, and give it to myself or one of the

[ Churchwardens over the next month. I




SERMON SUMMARIES

On the Second Sunday before Lent (19t February) we
read how St Paul described creation as “suffering”, “subject
to futility”, and “in bondage to decay”. And yet that reading,
from St Paul’s Letter to the Romans, was coupled with an
Old Testament passage from the Book of Genesis in which
we tread that God made the wotld, and “saw that it was
good”. What happened that caused this good creation to
become so corrupt? The answer, given metaphorically in
Genesis, is the temptation of Eve, whereby she made a
decision to act against God’s wishes, and then took a bite of
the forbidden fruit. The ensuing expulsion from the Garden
of Eden represents the end of the perfect, blissful, good
world that God had intended for us, and the beginning of
the corrupt and broken world in which we live. Every day,
each of us will experience symptoms of that suffering,
tutility, and decay, from small irritations and annoyances,
right up to major dilemmas and trauma. We therefore need
to recognise this theological truth—that the world is broken
and that we are broken within it—which is presented to us
from the very outset of Holy Scripture. But we also need to
recognise that—as declared throughout the rest of the
Bible—that if the world is broken, then it needs someone to
fix it. That “someone” is of course Jesus Christ. Through
Christ, God himself came into the world 2000 years ago, and
he suffered every imaginable form of trouble that this
corrupt world could throw at him. He suffered, and yet he
forgave. He was mocked, and yet he did not retaliate. He
was murdered, and yet he was raised from death. Through
experiencing the corruption of the world, and yet not being

[ corrupted by it, Jesus Christ overcame its power. And I




through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he gives each of
us his power to begin the process of overcoming the
corruption within both ourselves and the world around us.

On the Third Sunday before Lent (12th February) I told
you about how—for the first time in 20 years—one of my
car tyres exploded whilst I was driving. 1 then found it
impossible to take off that tyre and replace it with a spare. I
tried, a friend tried, my dad tried, but none of us could do
it. So I had to drive very slowly and very carefully down the
road, to reach a car mechanic who could do the job for me.
And then when 1 got there, he told me that I needed not
just one replacement tyre, but all four! So it was a costly
and potentially dangerous situation. What made it worse,
was that for a few weeks prior to the tyre exploding, 1 had
thought the car seemed a little bit off. I had recognised that
something wasn’t right, but I hadn’t been motivated enough
to check and do something about it. The moral of the story
is that when we notice the warning signs that something is
wrong—whether with our car or in any other part of our
lives—we should deal with it immediately, rather than
allowing it to carry on until the point where it explodes
without any warning. I had mentioned this because in our
Gospel reading, Jesus refers to three particular serious
matters: murder, adultery, and divorce. And yet he warns us
that these are just the end-point of our sinfulness, and that
the sin itself begins long before, even with a mere thought.
So, for example, he teaches us that even to be angry with
someone is as sinful as it is to murder someone. One is, of
course, more extreme than the other, but nevertheless they
are linked. Therefore we should watch out for the warning
signs that we are getting angry, and do something about it,

l before our anger grows out of all proportion, and turns I




into murder. So, we need to recognise the early indicators of
our sinfulness within us, and nip it in the bud from the very
outset.

BEQUEATHING MONEY TO THE PARISH

Please indulge me as I reiterate what I wrote last month on
the subject of leaving a financial donation to the parish in
your will: Although any solicitor can be approached to
organise such a bequest or legacy, Campbell Stafford
Solicitors have offered to waive the fee for any parishioner
who wishes to prepare or alter their will, if they agree to
include a donation to parish funds. If you would like to avail
of this, then contact Tom Campbell or Michael Stafford by
emailing nfo(@campbellstafford.com or phoning 028 9024 9174.
You may of course visit their office in person at Quaygate,
19-21 Station Street, Belfast, BT3 9DA.

PARISH ELECTIONS

In early April, our registered members will be asked to vote
for—or even be nominated for election as—our parochial
officers and representatives for the year ahead. The term in
office is normally from one Easter to the next, although
some of the positions available will have a three-year term.
During March, I would like you to give serious consideration
to your own participation in these elections. Think about
who you want making decisions about this parish on your
behalf. And more than that, I want to encourage you to put
your own name forward. Let me outline what the positions

Lare: l




The two Churchwardens are responsible for ensuring that
the church is open and set-up for worship, and that order is
maintained in the congregation during services. They are
assisted by the Sacristans and the Sidespersons. They are ex-
officio members of the Select Vestry and the Events &
Organisations Committee. They must be prepared to come
to St Peter’s most Sundays throughout the year. The two
individuals need to be kind, friendly, outgoing, and
practically-minded.

The four Sidespersons are the assistants to the
Churchwardens, helping them whenever necessary, and
deputising for them when they are absent. They should be
frequent worshippers in St Peter’s, and able to arrive early at
the church if necessary.

The two Glebewardens are responsible for overseeing the
maintenance and development of the premises owned by the
parish, including the church, the halls, the grounds, and the
rectory. They liaise with builders, electricians, plumbers, and
carry out basic DIY repairs. They are ex-officio members of
the Select Vestry and the Fabric & Furnishings Committee.
These two individuals don’t necessarily have to climb ladders
and paint walls themselves, but they do need to care about
the state of our buildings.

The Parochial Nominators represent the parish when
searching for a new rector in the event that a vacancy should
arise. 'The Supplemental Parochial Nominators are their
deputies. These appointments are for three years. These
individuals need to be people that you trust to appoint a

[ rector that you would be happy with. They therefore need to I




be representative of the congregation, and reflective of their
spirituality and churchmanship.

The Select Vestry consists of myself, the two
Churchwardens, the two Glebewardens, and twelve
representatives elected at the Easter Vestry. The Select
Vestry is responsible for managing the human, physical, and
financial resources of the parish. It meets on the second
Monday evening of each month. As the Select Vestry has
control of our money, you need to elect people who will not
be wasteful, but who will also do their best to resource the
Christian ministries of the parish. They therefore need to be
sensible, conscientious, and able to work within the Christian
ethos and structures of the Church of Ireland.

The Finance & Administration Committee consists of
myself, the Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer
(both of whom are appointed by the Select Vestry), and
three representatives elected at the FEaster Vestry. This
committee meets on the first Monday evening of each
month, and is responsible for matters relating to money, the
law, and human resources.

The Fabric & Furnishings Committee consists of myself,
the two Glebewardens, and three representatives elected at
the Easter Vestry. This committee meets on the penultimate
Wednesday morning of each month, and is responsible for
matters relating to the repair and development of our
buildings. The term “fabric & furnishings” is an old
fashioned way of referring to the building and its contents.
There is no needlework on this committee! It would be
more apt to call it the “Buildings and Grounds Committee”

l but as a traditionally-minded parish, we use the old name. I




The Events & Organisations Committee consists of
myself, the two Churchwardens, and three representatives
elected at the Easter Vestry. This committee meets on the
last Tuesday afternoon of each month, and is responsible for
matters relating to the use and management of our premises.
To avoid any confusion, let me explain that this committee
does not manage social events that are organised by
parishioners. Whilst it does develop and implement the
policies of the Select Vestry in relation to ongoing and one-
off events, the actual management of those events is the
responsibility of the people who are organising them, who
are subject to any general or specific guidance that the
committee might give them.

The Diocesan Synod is an annual meeting of the Bishop
with the clergy and representatives of the laity. Three
members of our congregation represent St Peter’s, of whom
one must be aged under 44 years. The Supplemental
members of the Diocesan Synod are their deputies. These
appointments are for three years.

SERVICES IN MARCH

The very first day in March is also, quite coincidentally, the
tirst day of the penitential season of Lent, when we focus on
the sinfulness of humanity, the suffering and death of our
Lord Jesus. Throughout the month our services of Holy
Communion will change slightly in order to reflect that
change of focus. So, for example, the Gloria in Excelsis will
be omitted, and the Prayer of Humble Access will be

[ replaced by the Exhortation. I




The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on
1st March, and in addition to our regular mid-week celebration
of Holy Communion at 10.30am, we will also have a special
Penitential Service at 7.30pm.

St Patrick’s Day falls on 17t March, but as he is our patron
saint, we will instead commemorate his life and ministry at
our services on Sunday 19t March. That date, officially, is
the feast day of St Joseph of Nazareth, so we will transfer
his commemoration to our mid-week service at 10.30am on

Wednesday 2204 March.

The fourth Sunday in this season is always Mothering Sunday
(a church celebration) and also Mothers’ Day (a secular
celebration). The day before Mothering Sunday this year is
the feast day of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary,
in which we celebrate the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary, to
announce the conception of Christ. As the readings for that
day are pertinent to motherhood, we will celebrate the
Annunciation and Mothering Sunday together on Sunday
26t March.

LESSON READERS AND INTERCESSORS

The following parishioners are on the rota to read at the 11am Sunday
services. If you are unable to read on your appointed Sunday, please
contact the Warden of Readers, Forde Patterson, tel 90 364 183.

Mar First Reading Second Reading Third Reading Intercessor

5th Eleanor Henderson Alan McCracken The Rector  Quintin Mulligan
12th Marie Burrowes  Tom Campbell The Rector Rosemary Johnston
19th Hilary Shields Dora Hanna The Rector Sandra Davison

26th Caroline O’Kane Sandra Hutchman The Rector Ashlee McCune
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TABLE QUIZ
FRIDAY 31ST MARCH AT 7.30PM
IN THE CHURCH HALL
TICKETS £6

including supper and a glass of wine
available from Annette Beattie—tel 9077 8428

PROCEEDS TO CHARITIES

This promises to be a fun evening and is open to
parishioners and non-parishioners alike. Tables should be
made up of six persons if possible but, if necessary, we can
arrange to place you at a table with others.

Don’t think, ‘what do I know?’ as we all have a strength in
some subject or other—it is intended as an evening of fun
and, dare we say it, friendly rivalry!!
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TABLE QUIZ—HELP PLEASE

Regarding the table quiz to be held on Friday 31st March, we
would be grateful for offers of sandwiches and tray bakes to be
served on the evening.

If you would like to help provide these, then please add your
name to the list on the table at the back of the church or ring
Annette Beattie—9077 8428.

Thank you.




THE SEASON OF LENT
WEDNESDAY 1 MARCH
10.30am Holy Communion
7.30pm Penitential Service
SUNDAY 5" MARCH

9am Holy Communion
1lam Holy Communion
6.30pm Holy Communion
WEDNESDAY 8" MARCH
10.30am Holy Communion
SUNDAY 12" MARCH

9am Holy Communion
1llam Morning Prayer
6.30pm Compline
WEDNESDAY 15" MARCH
10.30am Holy Communion
SUNDAY 19" MARCH

9am Holy Communion
1lam Holy Communion
6.30pm Choral Evensong
WEDNESDAY 22" MARCH
10.30am Holy Communion
SUNDAY 26" MARCH
9am Holy Communion
1lam Morning Prayer
6.30pm Evening Prayer
WEDNESDAY 29" MARCH
10.30am Holy Communion

CHURCH SERVICES IN MARCH

ASH WEDNESDAY
modern, said, Resurrection
modern, said, St James

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
traditional, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave
traditional, sung, nave

MID-WEEK SERVICE
modern, said, Resurrection

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
modern, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave

modern, said, St James

MID-WEEK SERVICE
modern, said, Resurrection

ST PATRICK

modern, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave
traditional, sung, Nave

ST JOSEPH OF NAZARETH
modern, said, Resurrection

MOTHERING SUNDAY/THE ANNUNCIATION

modern, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave
modern, said, St James

MID-WEEK SERVICE
modern, said, Resurrection



CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL

PASSIONTIDE
SUNDAY
9am

1lam
WEDNESDAY
10.30am
SUNDAY
9am

1lam
6.30pm
MONDAY
7.30pm
TUESDAY
7.30pm
WEDNESDAY
10.30am
7.30pm
THURSDAY
7.30pm
FRIDAY
7.30pm

9am
1lam

10.30am
9am
1lam
6.30pm
7.30pm
10.30am
9am

1lam
6.30pm

2" APRIL

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
5™ APRIL

Holy Communion
9'" APRIL

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Late Evening Office
10" APRIL
Compline

11" APRIL
Evening Prayer
12" APRIL

Holy Communion
Late Evening office
13" APRIL

Holy Communion
14" APRIL
Tenebrae

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Compline

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

MISSION SUNDAY

traditional, said, Resurrection

modern, sung, Nave
MID-WEEK SERVICE
modern, said, Resurrection
PALM SUNDAY

modern, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave
modern, said, St James
FIG MONDAY

modern, said, Nave

HOLY TUESDAY

modern, said, Nave

SPY WEDNESDAY

modern, said, Resurrection
traditional, said, Nave
MAUNDY THURSDAY
traditional, sung, Nave
GOOD FRIDAY

modern, sung, Nave

modern, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave

modern, said, Resurrection
modern, said, Resurrection
modern, sung, Nave
modern, said, St James
traditional, said, Chancel
modern, said, Resurrection
modern, said, Resurrection

modern, sung, Nave
modern, said, St James



Ladies’ Guild

A question for all the long-suffering husbands, children and
friends of our Ladies’ Guild members. Have you ever thought
it would be good if your significant lady could be quiet for just
one short afternoon? You can tell me — I promise I won’t tell
her! If so, I could have the perfect solution for you. All you
have to do is sponsor her participation in our Silent Activity
Afternoon which will be held on Tuesday 14th March at
2.30pm. Not only will she be required to remain silent for a
whole hour but you will also be helping us to raise money for
church funds. What could be better? Each member will have
her own sponsor sheet but you can also place your name and
donation on the sheet at the back of the church and I’ll do the
rest. If you would like to experience an afternoon of peace and
quiet please feel free to pop in and witness the torture. There
will of course be a system of fines put in place for any
breaches of the rules!

Our meetings are open to everyone. If you would like to attend
but don’t have transport please contact me or speak to one of
our members after church and we will be happy to arrange a
lift for you.

Looking forward to seeing you.
Anne Stewart, Hon Sec (tel: 9096 6597)

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Our service this year will be held on Friday 3rd March at 2.30pm
when our hosts will be the ladies of Cliftonville Moravian Church,
Old Park Road.

The theme is ‘Am | Being Unfair To You?’ and the order of service
has been prepared by the ladies of the Philippines.

It would be lovely if we could have a good turn out from this parish

as we are often poorly represented.
Anne Stewart
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SELECT VESTRY BULLETIN

The Select Vestry recently took stock of the rate of growth in the parish,
in terms of both our income and the size of our congregation. Our figures
show a small but steady rate of growth in the last few years. An
important part of this growth is our broader community and social
outreach. For example, the recent Pre-loved Baby Items Sale was a
success, raising just over £300 for parish funds. The Select Vestry would
like to thank Kathryn Martin and everyone who helped her to make that
event successful. During this coming month, a Table Quiz has been
arranged for the 31st March, and we hope that you will support it.
Remember that in addition to supporting the ministries and mission of the
parish, some of the money raised also goes towards supporting the six
charities which we voted for last Easter. New ideas for events are always
welcomed by the Select Vestry, and nobody should hesitate to put their
ideas forward to the Events Committee. We need people willing to
organise events which encourage new people into our community, or
which enable our existing members to get to know each other better, or
which help to raise funds for the parish.

An important part of our broader community outreach is the youth
organisations. Unfortunately, these organisations continue to struggle to
look for new leaders. To help them maintain their presence here at
St Peter’s, I would encourage anyone with an interest, to get in touch
with one of them and offer to help out. Contact details are on the back of
these Parish Notes.

As always, keeping our premises in good condition is a never-ending
task: the shutter in the main hall has been fixed; we are currently
examining what can be done to improve the heating in the halls; the new
kitchen boiler has also experienced some teething problems, and repairs
are in hand. The Rector and Glebewardens have also been involved in
repair work down in St James, which we still own and manage, but which
is used by several other church groups.

On a final note, I would like to encourage all registered members to
consider standing for elections to the various positions at the next
General Vestry meeting on Sunday 2nd April. If you feel a calling to any
role, then don’t hesitate to put your name forward, or speak to the Rector

for more information.
Gareth Larmour, Hon Sec to Select Vestry




MARCH FLOWER LIST

S5TH MARY BENTHAM
12TH ROSEMARY HINDS IN MEMORY OF HER HUSBAND
19TH MARIE BURROWES IN MEMORY OF HER MOTHER
Thank you to all who give of their time and effort
in beautifying the church with flowers.

PARISHIONER CONTACT DETAILS Holy Dusters
For speed of communication and to Cleaning Rota
keep our records up to date please
send your email address to Anne at| | 27th Feb—4th March------ Group 4

stpeterandstjames@outlook.com. | | 5.1, March—11th March —Group 5
Also please don’t forget to let us 13¢th March—18th March - Group 6

know if you move house, change
your telephone number or change | |20th March—25th March-Group 7

your email address. Thank you. 27th March—1st April----- Group 8

Parish Notes in colour!

There are full colour versions of
Parish Notes on our website.
Visit
www.stpeters.connor.anglican.org
and click on “News”.

MUSIC FROM THE HEART
with Melisma, Priory Singers and Cantate Domino
Saturday 25th March at 7.45pm in St Anne’s Cathedral

Fundraising concert for Cardiac Surgery/ICU, Royal Victoria Hospital
Suggested donation at the door £15 includes light refreshments
Further information from Anne at St Peter’s Parish Office—90 776 706




ORGANISATIONS - TIMETABLE

Sunday

1lam—12noon: Sunday School
Monday

8pm—11pm: Badminton Club
Tuesday

10.30am—12.30pm: Crafty Goodness
2.30pm—4.30pm: Ladies’ Guild (2™ Tuesday in month)

6pm—7pm: Beaver Scouts

7pm—8pm: Cub Scouts

Wednesday

2pm—4pm: Bridge Club

6.30pm—7.45pm: PhysioPilates

7.30pm—9pm: Choir

Thursday

10am—11.30am: ‘Little Cherubs’ Parent and Toddler Group
2.30pm—3.30pm: Parish Prayers (1* Thursday in month)
6pm—7pm: Rainbows

7pm—8pm: Brownies

7.30pm: Bible Study (2™ & 4" Thursday in month)
7.45pm: Historical Society (3™ Thursday in month)
8pm—9.30pm: Guides

Friday

10.30am—11.45am: PhysioPilates

11.30am: Bible Study (1% and 3" Friday in month)

4.30pm—7.30pm: Speech and Drama

For more information on these organisations (including term dates)
please contact the appropriate personnel listed on the back page
or the Parish Office.

AFTER CHURCH REFRESHMENT =
Light refreshments will be served after the 11am service on w
Sunday 12th March and Sunday 26th March. _—




PASTORAL CARE

If you would like to arrange for the Rector to visit you at home,
whether to share your anxieties in confidence, for spiritual
advice, for prayer, or for Holy Communion, then please contact
him on 90 777 053. This is an essential part of his ministry and
he will be pleased to visit you and help in whatever way he
can.

If the Rector is unavailable, there will be contact details for
other clergy on the answer machine.

If you or a loved one is seriously ill, particularly if you are
admitted to hospital, please inform the Rector. He often visits
the hospitals but has no way of knowing who has been
admitted unless he is informed. If you are visited by a hospital
chaplain and they ask if you would like your Rector to visit,
please say “yes” and he will gladly come to see you.

NOTICE

OUR PARISH HALLS ARE TO BE USED AS A POLLING STATION ON
THURSDAY 2ND MARCH. UNLESS YOU ARE GOING THERE TO VOTE, YOU
ARE ASKED TO STAY AWAY FROM THE HALL THAT DAY FOR ANY
NORMAL BUSINESS PURPOSES. HOWEVER, PLEASE DO COME ALONG TO
PARISH PRAYERS IN THE CHURCH AT 2.30PM. THANK YOU.

| THE NEXT MEETING OF |

| THE SELECT VESTRY | TRAIDCRAFT
: WILL BE ON | Fighting poverty through trade
| MONDAY |

: 13TH MARCH | Stall open on
: AT 7.30PM | Sunday 12th March
| IN THE MINOR HALL : during coffee time after
I | the 11am service

Please send material for the April issue of Parish Notes to:
Anne Cromie, Parish Office, St Peter’s Church,

Fortwilliam Drive, Belfast BT15 4EB
or email: stpeterandstjames@outlook.com
by Monday 20th March. Thank you.
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